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THESE ARE THE VOYAGES... 


Introduction by Tony Isabella 


| was a Star Trek fan before almost everyone... even though 
it was only by a matter of days. 


| was just shy of fifteen years old when | attended the 24th 
World Science Fiction Convention at the Sheraton-Cleveland 
in downtown Cleveland, Ohio. Also known as Tricon, the 
event took place from September 1-5 in 1966. It was at 
that event where | met lifelong friends and mentors Don 
and Maggie Thompson, and Harlan Ellison, who would win 
that year’s Hugo Award for his short story “'Repent, 
Harlequin!’ Said the Ticktockman:” 


It was also where Gene Roddenberry premiered the original 
pilot episode of Star Trek, mere days before the show would 
debut on NBC. Even though that pilot lacked William 
Shatner as Captain Kirk and almost all of the crew members 
I'd quickly come to know and love—Leonard Nimoy’s Spock 
was missing his Vulcan ears and did not loom large in that 
first pilot-I was hooked. 


Exciting and often thoughtful science fiction beamed into 
my house on a weekly basis? | never missed an episode 
and I’m fairly certain | never missed a rerun of an episode 
during the three seasons the original series was aired. 


When Bantam Books published short-story adaptations 
of the original episodes by James Blish and his wife 
J. A. Lawrence, | bought and relished all twelve paperbacks. 
| still have them somewhere in my Vast Accumulation 
of Stuff. 


When Gold Key launched Svar Trek as an ongoing comic 
book, | bought those as well. | keep hoping those treasures 
will someday surface from the Vast Accumulation, but, 
thanks to the good people at IDW, | can revisit them in this 
and subsequent volumes. 


If you've never experienced these early Star Trek comics, 
you're in for some very strange voyages. The six issues 
reprinted here were written by the prolific Dick Wood, a 
comics veteran with thousands of credits to his name. The 
first two issues were drawn by Nevio Zeccara and the next 
four by Alberto Giolitti. Though later 7rek comic books from 
Gold Key and other publishers would be written and drawn 
by creators who were fans of Star Trek and at least familiar 
with the various TV series and films we love, that wasn’t 
the case with Wood, Zeccara, and Giolitti. 


Neither Zeccara or Giolitti ever saw an episode of Star Trek 
while drawing these six issues. They were working from a 
mere handful of stills from the show. This becomes obvious 
in the relatively few close-ups of the characters. The main 
characters are seen from a distance for the most part and, 
even when we get a familiar close-up, the likeness are often 
inexact. Poor Scotty doesn’t look like actor James Doohan 
until several issues into the run. Other fun artistic oddities 
include a cut-away of the Enterprise that makes our beloved 
starship look positively compact and Giolitti “casting” 
the Toronto (Canada) City Hall as an alien building. 





Judging from his scripts, Wood hadn’t seen many-if any- 
episodes of the series at this early stage of the Gold Key 
comics. None of the characters sound quite right. 
As someone who has written a Star Trek story or two, | 
always found writing the classic characters to be almost 
shamefully easy. The voices of Shatner, Nimoy, Doohan, 
DeForest Kelley, and others were always in my head 
whenever | wrote their dialogue. There’s nothing like 
strong and distinctive actors playing strong and 
distinctive characters. 


In one Wood story, the Fnterprise flies within the 
atmosphere of a planet. For the first five issues, he calls 
the transporter room the “teleportation chamber.” 


In these issues, there are no mentions of warp engines or 
dilithium crystals. However, in all fairness, it took the various 
Star Trek TV series a while to work out all the intricacies 
of interstellar travel. When | watch old episodes these days, 
| get a kick out of the learning curve. 


Protective shields? Those would have come in handy during 
a comic-book sequence in which small meteors are 
crashing through the hull and into the command deck. 


Lest you think | am damning these early Star Trek comics 
with the faintest of praise, allow me to recognize that Wood 
and company had to fly their fledgling missions without the 
benefits of the years of source material to which later Trek 
writers and artists would have access. There’s a ruggedness 
to the art that captures the dangers of the Enterprise’s 


missions, a sense of peril not always found in the slicker 
visuals of later comics series. 


Wood brings great imagination to his efforts, a skill honed 
by all the oddball Batman and Blackhawk stories he wrote for 
DC Comics in the 1950s and early 1960s. Kirk has to make 
tough decisions in a number of these stories-the Prime 
Directive was still a work in progress in the TV series— 
and some of those decisions might come as a shock to 
Star Trek aficionados. 


My favorite story in this collection is issue #3's “Invasion 
of the City Builders.’ It’s got a concept that would have fit 
well in the original TV series, though the original series 
budgets would never have allowed it to be produced back 
then. 


In a sense, these comic-book stories are among the first 
flights of a concept so inspiring and powerful that it 
has spawned thousands of tales in every entertainment 
medium known to man. Not only are they of historical 
import, but they are enjoyable look-backs to the dawn of 
the Star Trek phenomenon. 


Engage your sense of fun. You're in for a great ride. 





TONY ISABELLA has been writing for and about comic books for over four 
Jecades, He has written a number of comics stories, some of them with 
his friend and collaborator Bob Ingersoll. With Ingersoll, he wrote the 


paperback original Star Trek: The Case of the Colorist’s Corpse starring 
attorney Sam Cogley. If you want to know what else Isabella has done and 
continues to do, just ask your computer. That's what Spock would do 
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THE SUCTION FIELD... 

IT'S BEING CREATED 
BY A-A GIANT 

CANNIBAL PLANT! 


| TRY...TRY 
f BREAK 
FREE...OR 
THAT AWE- 
SOME THING 
WILL DEVOUR 


IT WAS THE STRANGEST CIVILIZATION IN ALL THE 
KNOWN UNIVERSE -- MORE AWESOME THAN THE 
MIND OF MAN COULD CONCEIVE/ AND THE EXPEDITION 
TEAM FROM THE STAR SPACESHIP USS ENTERPRISE 
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m : y 
; CAPTAIN'S LOG, STAR DATE 18:09,.2— 

ENTERPRISE CARRYING OUT EXPLORATION 
MISSION THROUGH GALAXY ALPHA. SO 
FAR WE'VE SEEN NO INDICATION OF 
LIFE ANYWHERE IN THE GALAXY... 












CAPT. KIRK, SIR--1'VE PICKED UP AN- 
S OTHER CELESTIAL BODY ON THE SPACE: 
SCOPE! AND THIS ONE APPEARS FERTILE! 


Pas GIVE ME A CLOSEUP OF 
— ITON THE TV SCANNER! 





ATTENTION CREW! WE'RE GOING 
TO DISPATCH AN EXPLORATION PARTY! 
MAKE NECESSARY PREPARATIONS! 


A MIST WITHIN WHICH FLOAT A 
HANDFUL OF STRANGE PLANT SPORES 
THAT FASTEN ONTO THE HULL OF 





LOOK AT HER, CAPTAIN... MELLY GREEN 
.e. STEEPED IN VEGETATION! 


YES...MUCH MORE SO THAN 

OUR OWN EARTH! IF THERE'S 

LIFE IN THIS GALAXY, WE'LL 
FIND IT THERE... . 


As THE ENTERPRISE CLOSES ON THE 
PLANET, SHE PASSES THROUGH AN 
EERIE SPACE FOG... 


MM BODIES ARE SO MINUTE, YET SO 
i POWERFUL, THAT THEY SEEP THROUGH 


DAY SUPPLY OF FOOD CONCENTRATE... 
WATER CAPSULES... 





f LISTEN TO THAT! THE TWO MEN TURN --THEIR EYES FALL 
; WHAT IN THE W/LD ON A STARTLING SIGHT... 


VERY STRANGE! J HEAVENS A Ose 
OBSERVE aoe FANTASTIC TRANS- TURNING INTO 
THEM, OR. FORMATION OF SOME PLANTS! 
Fi i KIND’ IT'S AS IF— WE'VE GOT 
7O RECORD 
THIS ON FILM 
FOR FUTURE 
RESEARCH 
REFERENCE.., FJ 


4 


BuT BEFORE DR, McCOY CAN ACT, A 
MENACE NO MORTAL MAN HAS EVER | { ; 
KNOWN EXPLODES FROM THE CAGE AND...) 74 
|} AND THEY ARE ON A RAMPAGE-- 
OUT TO DESTROY US BOTH! 
GUARDS! GUAROS!{ x 





DON'T ASK QUESTIONS! 
THE THINGS ARE ABOUT 
TO DEVOUR THE DOCTOR 
AND MR. SPOCK! F/RE! FIRE! 


THEY'VE HIT THE CENTRAL IT 4S... 1 FEEL 
POLLEN AREAS OF THE PLANTS THE GRASP OF 
--IT SHOULD KILL THEM... THE PLANT TEN- 
TACLE WEAKEN - 
ING ABOUT ME... 


= he eS 4 
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you ARE TO BE HOW'D THAT THAT IS SOM 1 TT 
COMMENDED, GUARDS THING GET IN THAT MUST oe Seer Thie 
~- YOU... SAVED OUR | | HERE, ANYWAY, | f LEARNED --WE MAUST |] TO THE CAPTAIN 
MR. SPOCK? } 4% KNOW THE CAUSE AT ONCE! NO 
JO FIND THE CU/RE-- |] TELLING WHEN 
THE PREVENTATIVE / OR WHERE 
THOSE PLANT 
m CREATURES 
A WILL CROP 
UP AGAIN / 





ANN EMERGENCY CONFERENCE 
1S HELD! AND SOON AFTER... 


IT 1S QUITE POSSIBLE, IN THIS 
UNKNOWN GALAXY, THAT THEY 


PICKED UP AL/EN SPORES... 


I'LL RUN A SERIES OF 
TESTS ON THE PLANT 
REMAINS WHILE you 
GENTLEMEN ARE ON 
THE EXPLORATION 
MISSION / 


SURELY, YOU MEN OF SCIENCE L HAVE ONE 
MUST HAVE SOME IDEA --A THOUGHT--WEEKS 


LEAD TO HOW SUCH A FREAK AGO WE SPACE- 
OCCURRENCE LIKE THIS COULD TESTED BOTH THE 
GUINEA PIGS OUTSIDE 


HAPPEN... 


“i B 


THE SHIP... 


AND THESE SPORES, AFTER A 
PERIOD OF TIME, REACTED ON THE 
ANIMALS PHYSICALLY AND BROUGHT 
ABOUT THE TRANSFORMATION! AN 
EXCELLENT THEORY, MR.SPOCK! 


WHICH REMINDS 


ME --IT'S NEARLY 
"DO" HOUR! WE'D 
BETTER GET A 
MOVE ON, DOCTOR: 





WE WILL ANXIOUSLY 
JOIN THE EXPLORATION TEAM WE'LL MAKE AN 
IN THE TELEPORTATION HOURLY TV-RADIO 
CHAMBER / BEAMS FROM REPORT TO THE HOVER- 
ABOYE SUDDENLY ILLUMINATE .| ING SHIP, MR. SPOCK! | 2G 
THEIR BODIES AND THEN... ~ ES 


BE AWAITING YOUR 
WORD, CAPTAIN! MAY 
LUCK BE WITH YOU...} 


= cS a ps * as. 

@ AN INSTANT LATER, THE FIVE JUST LOOK AT YES, TANICE -- ALMOST, ; 
ARE TELEPORTED THROUGH THE COLORFUL. UNBELIEVABLE! WELL, LET'S 
SPACE TO RE-APPEAR ON THE VEGETATION-=- FAN OUT AND RECONNOITER 
CELESTIAL BODY THEY NOW ISN'T IT THE AREA FOR POSSIBLE. 
REFER TO OFFICIALLY AS MAGNIFICENT! {| (MTELLIGENT LIFE HERE...}a 

PLANET K-G*.,, 


{® PLANET k-G-- PLANET Vo 
KELLY GREEN, 


— aur 
Ae P See 


LA Pipe: Bete Ek 
b | THE TEAM MOYES ACROSS THE | AND AS THE GROUP REACHES THE 
CLEARING.! AS THEY DO SO, CREW- ||| 


ry 


THICK, MULTICOLORED FOLIAGE.., 
MAN HUNT PASSES THROUGH A 
PATCH OF MIST... 


1 ALL RIGHT--NQW WE'LL REGROUP 
es AND... AUNT! WHAT (N HEAVEN 
if, HAS HAPPENED TO YOu ? 














I-I DON'T KNOW EFEEEK! HE'S 
...FEEL STRANGE... J CHANGING, ..INTO 
| A-A PLANT! 


JUST LIKE THE GUINEA PIGS, 
BACK ON THE SHIP! AUNT." 
CAN you Setee seein ME? 
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HEY/ SOMETHING'S PI DON'T KNOW, 
DRAWING US BACK...4 DEAN...8UT THE 


STRONG TO 
ssid . 


8UT WHAT? FORCE !S TOO 


THEN, TERROR SHAKES HOWLING COMETS ! THIS SUCTION 7TRY...7TRY 

THE FOURSOME AS aes FORCE IS BEING CREATED BY A 70 GREAK 
ye a GIANT CANN/GAL PLANT! AND FREE..,OR 
: IT DREW THE WEAPONS RIGHT OUT f THE THING 

OF OUR ain WILL DEVOUR 


US IN SECONDS! 


0 , 
THE — 
FORCE... 1T'S 
SUDDENLY 11S ey I 

BUT WHY? 


THERE'S YOUR 
ANSWER! LOOK! 





THE CANNIBAL PLANT HAS 
A LIMB TENTACLE AROUND 
THE PLANT TREE... IT'S 
TRYING TO SQUEEZE THE 
THING TO DEATH! 


f HE WASN'T INFLUENCED 
BY THE SUCTION FORCE... 
B® ANYONE SEE WHAT 
HAPPENED TO HIM..? 





THE 
PLANT 


TREE'S ba 





A GIANT PLANT TREE THIS ISA LETS 

BATTERING THE BLAZES LIVING MOVE TO 
OUT OF THE NIGHTMARE! SAFETY } 
CANNIBAL PLANT/ WHILE 3 


ee 















THE THING'S POSSIBLY THE 
UPROOTING THE ONLY WAY OF 
CANNIBAL DESTROYING 
PLANT... THE CREATURE... 


7 
7) 












WoW! WHAT A 
GROUND 
WALLOPING -- 
SCRATCH ONE 
CANNIBAL PLANT/ 


‘SQ RD RER ES CAB eee 
THE PLANT TREE... THE BATTLE 
--1TIS WAVERING... IB} MUST HAVE BEEN 

TOO MUCH FOR 
IT... IT 

EXHAUSTED 
ITSELF... 


I'LL CHECK OUT ZA WAIT! THAT.. 

THAT SIDE OF WON'T BE 

THE CLEARING... NECESSARY, 
DEAN! I'VE... 
I'VE FOUND 


EVEN THOUGH POOR HUNT WAS NO 

LONGER HUMAN, HE RETAINED ENOUGH 

INTELLIGENCE TO REALIZE OUR LIVES 
WERE IN DANGER... 


a 
Fe) 


is 


AND START SEARCHING 
THE AREA FOR HUNT! 
HE'S GOT TO BE 
NEARBY... 


YES, HUNT'S IDENTIFICA- 
TION BRACELET! THE 

PLANT TREE WAS HIM-- [2d 
FULLY TRANSFORMED! 


O-OF/! HOW 
TERRIBLE... 


) 


ye 
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THAT'S WHY HE ATTACKED THE 
CANNIBAL PLANT--TO SAVE US/ 
AND HE DIED DOING ITS 





GUESS 
YOU'RE 
RIGHT, 
DOC! WELL, 
WE'VE GOT 
A DUTY 
TO PER- 
FORM... 


Fex PERHAPS ITIS FOR THE 

fii BEST. THAT HE SHOULD 

WAVE DIED WHILE THERE 
WAS STILL SOMETHING 
OF HUNT LEFT IN HIM 


SOON AFTER, WHEN THE GRIM WORD 
IS RADIO- TV'D TO THE 4SS SRT ERIE TE 


A PITY--HUNT WAS A 
GREAT SPACEMAN...WE'LL WE'RE 
Man =6MISS HIM! GIVE ME YOUR NOT - 
DEPARTURE TIME, CAPTAIN--I] RETURN- 
AND I WILL HAVE THE 
MATERIALIZATION 


BEAMS ACTIVATEDS DIATELY, 


PERHAPS WE CAN FIND THE 
: KEY TO THIS FREAK OCCUR- 


¥ RENCE HERE’ MEANWHILE, 
ié| CONTINUE TO RUN YOUR 
ANALYSIS ON THOSE 
TREE SPECIMENS! 


ING TO THE 





SHORTLY, A GRIM FOURSOME STANDS 
OVER A Ean GRAVE WHERE... 


2 LONG, Sco 


AND WE ALL 
THANK YOU st J 


pe eee 


OUR LIVES! 


yOu CANNOT BE SERIOUS! IT 1S 
NOW QUITE OBVIOUS THAT PLANET 
K-G 1S IN SOME WAY RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THIS TRANSFORMATION PHENOM- 
ENON! YOU ARE AZZ IN DANGER THERE... 


| FOURSOME MOVES THROUGH THE 
OMINOUS FOLIAGE WITHOUT 
RAD EDEE TEE ene 


DA I-L CAN SCARCE 
f LY BELIEVE My 


A- A COMMUNITY OF 
a} VEGETATION... HOUSES... 
: BUILDINGS... JUST AS 
WE HAVE ON EARTH! 


a 


THE TREES...THEY'RE 
- Me; MOVING... CLOSING IN ON US! 


PROBABLY SENTRIES/ 
START TRIGGERING... 
WE'VE GOT TO BI AST 


OUR WAY OUT OF THIS 
FIX J 


CONCENTRATE OUR FIRE ON ONE 

SPECIFIC AREA...OPEN A HOLE 

IN THEIR RANKS BIG ENOUGH TO 
SLIP OUT OF HERE... 


FANTASTIC! THIS 
PLANT LIFE AN 


| INTELLIGENT SOCIETY 


-- LISTEN! THEY'RE f@ 
ACTUALLY COMMUNI- BF 
CATING WITH ONE 
ANOTHER! LET'S 
GO DOWN FOR A 
CLOSER LOOK... 


WE'VE GOT OUR HOLE--NOW 


TO GET THROUGH IT! ZERO 
IN ON THOSE GRASPING 
TREE LIMBS--!IF ONE OF 
THEM SNARES YOU YOU'RE 


FINISHER { 





BREAKING OUT OF THE TREE TRAP AN- 
OTHER DANGER !S SOON REALIZED... 


HMM-M...1T'S 
wy MY HUNCH 
THEY'RE 
TRAILING US 


HEY-- HAVE A LOOK- 

EE BEHIND US/ SOME 

CRAZY WEEDS ARE 
AFTER US/ 


HOUNDS... 
PROBABLY RE- 
LAYING OUR ff 
LOCATION BACK 
TO THEIR HEAD- 
QUARTERS... 


ao 


STEADY, HONEY-- I 
KNOW IT'S BEEN ROUGH... 


THINK L SEE A CAv- xq 
ERN UP AHEAD! PER- 
HAPS WE CAN CATCH & 
A BREATH OR TWO 
A. JN THERE... 


AFTER WE CATCH OUR BREATH 
WE'LL GO OUTSIDE AND I'LL CON- 
TACT MR. SPOCK AND HAVE HIM 
MATERIALIZE US BACK TO THE SHIP! 


LIKE BLOOD- 


YOU HIT 
EVERYONE 
IN SIGHT, 
CAPTAIN-~ 
GOOD 
SHOOTING! 


WE'LL NEVER GET OUT 

OF HERE WITH THEM 

ON OUR TAILS—BLAST 
THEM TO PIECES/ 


LET'S FACE IT, CAPTAIN-- 
WE'RE TOO LITTLE IN 
NUMBER AND FIRE 
POWER TO FIGHT THIS..,, 
THIS INCREDIBLE NATION 
OF VEGETATION! WE 
MUST RETURN TO THE 
ENTERPRISE / 


AND I THOUGHT THIS 

PLANET WAS SO BEAUTIFUL-- 

IT'S THE UGLIEST PLACE 
I'VE EVER BEEN... 





SUDDENLY, THE CRAWLING, VINE THING 
REARS LIKE A COBRA BEHIND THE 
FOURSOME... 


~~ “aa 


ae 
THE BESTIAL PLANT WHIPLASHES 
BACK WITH ITS PREY... 


C-CAN'T HANG ON,,, A-AND LASHING 
L A 


S Mf 
___ 9} 
G-GRAB HER (X60) IT'S STRONG AS A... ave LIKE 
0 OUICK! ; A STEEL CABLES BULL WHIP... 
ET i 
¥ VNC Ae . 





a ie ae Z 
DOCTOR... i |-IT WAS TOO QUICK FOR LET'S GET 
CAPTAINS... ARE MES THE THING'S RECO/L- AFTER IT 
YOU ALL RIGHT? THAT LOATHESOME F. ING BACK INTO THE THICK FAST/ GRAB |] 
1 THING DOING FOLIAGE WITH HER/ OUR WEAPONS 


WITH JANICE2 | & . 


Peer y Rca? NOT 
Mel YHERE IT /S-- DEAD AHEAD...MOv- | MA BuT MOMENTS LATER... VZ 


ING LIKE AN EARTH SNAKE / Y a ae Cw a” os 
rs Wf , hs wm IT'S GONE,,..VANISHED! THAT DEA e 


\/ 
Z 
Z 
D 
THIS FOLIAGE !S TOO TREE, DEAN... 
THICK TO SEE CLIMB IT 
THROUGH J AND SEE IF f 
4 a YOU CAN PEER 
OVER THIS 
GREEN 
NIGHTMARE! 


DEAN ASCENDS THE DEAD TREE,...AND SUDDENLY, , OH, NO... WOS I-IT'S 
HIS FACE GOES WHITE WITH SHOCK... + TERRIBLE / J-JANICE... 


SHE'S BEING PUT INTO 


4 p) 
. 


END PART ONE 


"ay 


ee Oe 
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THE PLANET OF 
sam Wi) RETURN ox 


THE EXPLORERS OF PLANET K-G GAPE HOLD IT... GIANT S-SUFFERING STAR 
IN AWE AS JANICE IS LOWERED INTO | | THORNS... THEY MAY | | DUST--TH-THEY'RE 
A BIZARRE CATTLE PEN BY THE BE POISONOUS ! PUTTING HER INTO 
RUNNING VINE PLANT. SOME KIND OF AN 
; AN/MAL 
ENCLOSURE / 


Me A BIG Reread HOLE... 
LET'S MOVE! 


y 















G-GREAT GALLOP- 
ING GALAXIES/ 
W-NEW THORNGS... 
THE STEMS ARE 
SHOOTING OUT 
FRESH THORNS! 


MAYBE THERE'S A BREAK IN THE 
THORN FENCE...AN ENTRANCE OF 
SOME KIND THAT WE CAN GET 
THROUGH / 


x 







THE BEAST CREATURES...ON 
GRAZING GROUNDS,,,LIKE CATTLE / 






Fee 
/ i) AGAIN, THE TRIO TRIGGERS THEIR 
WEAPONS, .. AND... 





Sy 


=i 
















\-IT'S NO USE! 
SOME. INCREDIBLE 
PLANT CHEMISTRY 
Pa |S REGENERATING 
ig) NEW GROWTHS AS 
A FAST AS THE FORMER 
F ONES DIE 













VICE...TO 
GUARD THE 
| ANIMAL 
@ ENCLOSURE... f 








LOOK AT THAT’ THE ROLLING 
PLANTS ARE MAKING SOUNDS... 
HERDING THE BEASTS LIKE COW- 

HANDS WITH CATTLE! , 


Y 
ARE THEY HERDING 
THEM? AND WHY? 


WH-WHY, IT LOOKS LIKE A 

FARMLAND DOWN THERE.,.| | BE THE ONLY ANSWER TO 

ROWS OF SYSTEMATICALLY- A PLANT CIVILIZATION.,, 

GROWING VEGETABLE - i 
TYPE PLANTS! 


THE LOWER PLANT LIFE ON THEIR SOCIAL S-SUFFERING SOLAR SHOWERS! 
SCALE ARE USED AS FODDER... FOOD FOR THE VEGETABLES ARE ALIVE-- 
|} THE BEAST CREATURES! VEGETABLE FOOD/ TH-THEY'RE MAKING SOUNDS ALSO! 





a 


YES, ALIVE... BUT IF THEIR WITH 
CATTLE BEASTS FEED ON THEM / 
THE LOWLY VEGETABLES.,., THAT 
THAT MUST MEAN THE ROCK 
SUPERIOR PLANTS FEED PINNACLE 


ON THE AN/MALSY A-AND |] ...1T WILL 
JANICE 1S... GIVE US 
2 A VIEW 
f INTO THE 
CATTLE 


TIVE GOT _A_GOOD SHOT 
INSIDE THE ENCLOSURE 
FROM HERE...LET'S SEE 


I SEE HER...SHE'S HUDDLED 
AGAINST THE THORN BARRIER «.. 
BESIDE SOME SORT OF CHUTE 
AFFAIR...BUT, SO FAR, SHE'S SAFES 


GR-GREAT GOSH/ THAT 
THING'S A CAT7LE RUN... 
I-L THINK THE BEASTS 
ARE BEING LED OUT. 

FOR SLAUGHTER! 





A GROUP OF THEM ARE BEING LED 
OUT NOW! I-I'LL SEE WHAT 
HAPPENS TO THEM! 


mig Ome 


a5 


{-IT 4§ A CATTLE 
SLAUGHTER RUN,,, 
THE BEASTS ARE 
BEING FED...TO 
GIANT TREES! 





fam AND AS CAPTAIN KIRK OBSERVES 
Ml FROM AFAR THROUGH THE BINOCULARS, 


AND JANICE 
IS ONE OF 
THE “CATTLE” 
.. .WE'VE GOT 
TO TRY AN Y- 
TAING TO 
SAVE HER/ 


NO, WAIT IT WON'T WORK, DOCTOR / ONLY MR. SPOCK ON THE 


WE'LL JUST DESTROY. OURSELVES ENTERPRISE CAN HELP JANICE 
ON THOSE THORN GUARDS AND O 


SACRIFICE JANICE ALSO! 














IF THE BEAM MISSES BY EVEN A 
FOOT IT CAN INCINERATE JAAN/CE, 
AS WELL AS THE THORN GUARD 

FENCE / OUR BLAST GUNS AREN'T 
STRONG ENOUGH FOR THE JOB/ 


= _ 
Ke =< 
ef A’ FEW SECONDS LATER ON THE 
: ENTERPRISE... 
r ial 


YOU WANT A LASER IT'S GOT 
BEAM DESTRUCT RAY TO BE 
PIN-POINTED FOR AREA | | POSSIBLE, 
OF TEN YARDS, BUT MR. SPOCK! 
THAT'S ALMOST IM- 
POSSIBLE, CAPTAIN 

KIRK ! 





THEN IT IS A LIFE-AND-OEATH 
SHOT THAT MUST BE TAKEN! ALL 
RIGHT... SEND ME EXACT 
READINGS! \F YOU ARE A 
FRACTION OF AN INCH OFF 

WE WILL FAIL / 
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CELESTIAL LONGITUDE 2,118... ie THORN GUARD FENCE PRECISELY TEN 
LATITUDE, 145.9... FEET...SIX AND ONE HALF INCHES DEEP... 


FENCE TEN FEET...SIX...ONE- 
HALF INCHES! WE WILL BE AT THE 





...BUT I WILL NEED PRECIOUS SECOND: 
TO COMPUTE THE ENTERPRISE'S PRE- 
C/SE POSITION RELATIVE TO TARGET / 











Se ee oe 
BUT DON’T WAIT FOR US, 
MR, SPOCK ...THEY MAY BE 

TAKING JANICE NOW/ 





AND MEANWHILE, WITHIN 
THE CATTLE ENCLOSURE... 


TH- THEY THINK I'M ONE OF 
THEIR CATTLE BEASTS...GOT 
TO HOLD THEM OFF,,,. THE MEN 
ARE TRYING TO HELP ME... 
TH-THEY MUS7 BES 


a 


PRECIOUS MINUTES LATER, AS THE ... BUT IF THE“SHEEPDOG” VINES . 
TRIO REACHES “GROUNO ZERO%.,, LEAD JANICE O&/ 7 BEFORE HE TRIG- 
GERS IT... WE'RE SUNK /— TO STOP 
THEM HE'LL HAVE TO HIT JAW/CE ALSO! 


( PUFF PUFF ) TH-THERE 

IT 1S... THE CHUTE EXIT! 

— SPOCK'S BLAST SHOULD 

BURN A HOLE FIVE YARDS 
LONG IN IT... 


— 


TABULATIONS COMPLETE! 
BLAST BEAM IN FIVE SEC- ° 
ONDS:. FIVE... FOUR... 


PRAY, GUYS 
... PRAY! 





eo 


4.7 


INSTANTLY, AT THE SPEED OF LIGHT, 
A BEAM OF SEARING, PENETRATING 
LIGHT STREAKS DOWN FROM SPACE! 
IN AN INFERNO OF ANGUISHED PLANT 

CRIES, THE THORN FENCE |S 
VAPORIZED... BU7... 


HURRY! THE OTHER 
CANNIBAL PLANTS 
ARE ALIVE,.. WE'VE 


GOT TO REACH 
HER F/RSTL 


yaa Ae 7 
he”, i, pad ¥ 
PLP OPO GOLA 


ey 


7 


ON TARGET! 
8-8UT /s 
JANICE SAFE? 





4 


LOOK OUTS THOSE 
TUMBLEWEED THINGS 
ARE COMING! 


BLAST-RAY THEM OFF! I/LL GET 
HER ee THE BARRIER f 


tt 


il 


rome OUTSIDE THE ENCLOSURE, eae 5 o WE HAVE HER SAFE/ MATERIALIZE 
_ STILL ELUDES THEM AS . US ABOARD AT ONCE, MR. SPOCK! 
= GIANT TREES ARE TRYING TO GER - 
TH-THE GIANT TREES...SHOOTING Ii MINATE US! HURRY! HURRY, 
OUT SPORE SPRAYS... THEY'RE TRY- 


ING TO POLLUTE US WITH THEM... 
LIKE THEY DID HUNTS 





It 


i ta 


z le = 5 please Fetes Se 
As THE DOOM SPORES FALL, XPLORING |Z 
TEAM BEGINS TO FADE... sé 


OH, MR. SPOCK, .LETIS GET AWAY 
FROM THIS DREADFUL PLANET AT 
ONCE, PLEASE! 


YES/ I SECOND . 
THAT MOTION (WHEW-W! 


SS 
B<| AND ABOARD THE STAR SPACE- 
SHIP ENTERPRISE... 


te 


TH-THANK A THOUSAND STAR 
HEAVENS! THEY MADE |\T/ 


IT CAN NOT BE DONE—YE7¥/ I HAVE 
CHARTED WHAT CAN HAPPEN IF 
THOSE GIANT TREESCONTINUE TO 
EMIT SPORES THROUGH THE 
UNIVERSE / 


CPSP ISO 
oes ae 
re ee 
re 
oa 





“THEY MAY FLOAT 
THROUGH SPACE FOR 
CENTURIES, ..EVEN LIGHT 
YEARS.,.BUT SOME DAY, 
SOMEWHERE THEY CAN 
STRIKE OTHER PLANETS..” 


WE MUST ORBIT THAT HIDEOUS 
LITTLE GLOBE UNTIL ALL FOLIAGE 
UPON IT 1S DECIMATED BY OUR 
LASER BEAMS/ I HAVE SET COURSE 
FOR THE MISSION ALREADY/ 


TOTAL DESTRUCTION— A MISSION THAT 
MUST BE FULFILLED BEFORE WE CAN CON- 
TINUE OUR TOUR OF RESEARCH THROUGH 
THE VAST REACHES OF THE UNIVERSE... 


WHEN THEY OO, THAT VICTIM PLANET 

WILL ALSO BECOME A A-G,,, WITH 

KILLER, CANNIBAL PLANTS DEVOURING 
FOR FOOD AZZ LIFE UPON /T/ 


‘ 
BUT... WHAT IS THE ia 
SOLUTION? 


. o° Can) 
A A 
5 ds e 


CAPTAIN'S LOG, STAR DATE /8:1/0./ 

— WE ARE ORBITING THE PLANET KELLY 

GREEN, PERFORMING WHAT WILL BE 
OUR LAST DUTY HERE... 














— _. noes! 





Dn REK- The DEVILS GLE 
~t OF SPACE 


READY TO TELEPORT 
YOU AND YOUR PARTY 
BACK TO THE ENTERPRISE, 
CAPTAIN KIRK! 














NO, NR. SPOCK! yOu!LL 
BRING BACK SOME UN- 
DESIRABLES WITH US/ 
IF THESE CREATURES 
GET ABOARD, THEY 
COULD DOOM THE 
ENTERPRISE / 










WE'LL JUST HAVE TO 
FIGHT OUR WAY 
OUT OF THIS SPOTS 











Mr. sPOck WAS POWERLESS TO 
HELP AS CAPTAIN KIRK AND HIS 
EXPLORATION TEAM BATTLED FOR 
THEIR LIVES ON A MYSTERIOUS 
ASTEROID. AND MR. SPOCK WOULD 
SOON UNCOVER THE ASTEROID'S 
TERRIFYING SECRET, A SECRET 
WHICH WOULD CHALLENGE HIM 
WITH AN IMPOSSIBLE CHOICE : 
EITHER RISK THE STAR SHIP 
ENTERPRISE AND ALL HER PERSON- 
NEL, OR ABANDON HIS CAPTAIN 


| TO CERTAIN DEATH / 
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GLOWING ASTEROIDS YES, WELL 


CAPTAIN'S LOG, STAR DATE 19:03,.4-- 

ON THE OUTER FRINGE OF GALAXY NABU, ij DOTTING THE ASTEROID BELT/I WORTH 

CAME UPON A STRANGE BELT OF UNCHARTED NEVER SAW ANYTHING LIKE fl LOOKING 
INTO, 


IT BEFORE, CAPTAIN! 


ASTEROIDS --STRANGE FOR OBVIOUS REASONS... 
WOULDN'T 


ANY UNEXPLAINABLE PHENOMENOM 
DEMANDS INVESTIGATION, CAPTAIN KIRK/ 


NAVIGATOR --SET A COURSE 
FOR THE CLOSEST OF THOSE WE'LL ORBIT THE PLANET AT ALTITUDE 
GLOWING PLANETS! FIVE THOUSAND FEET FOR TELESCOPIC 
—— VIEWING AND PHOTOGRAPHING BEFORE 


» DISPATCHING A LANDING PARTY / 


Ma Se 
Yd NOTHING, CAPTAIN! 


SUDDENLY, THE MAMMOTH SPACESHIP UP THE /NFRA-RED PERISCOPE, CREW- 
IS ROCKED By A POWERFUL TURBULENCE... MAN -~ ANO LET'S SEE WHAT KIND OF 
a DISTURBANCE IS OUT THERE / 

WHAT DID WE HIT2]| BUT THE NEEDLES 
ay Spee | OF OUR CONTROL 
Ms; S| PANEL ARE FLUCTU- 

If] <> Jig ATING WILDLY, INDI- ay : 


% fi ME) CATING AN ATMOS- 
mek 1 PHERIC DISTURBANCE! 





db 


HOWLING COMETS! WE'VE RUN SMACK PERHAPS UNDER FULL POWER 

INTO A HUGE ELECTRONIC FIELD THAT 1 WE CAN BREAK OUT OF ITS 

SHIELDS THE ENTIRE PLANET! 
TRAPPED US, MR. SPOCK 


ITS. GRIP, CAPTAIN / 
f “ey 


INVESTIGATE DOWN BELOW! 


Like SOME GREAT ENSNARED BEAST, 
THE ENTERPRISE STRUGGLES VIOLENTLY WE'LL 
FOR HER FREEDOM-- BUT... EXPLORATION TEAM -- STAND BY FOR 
ACTION / I'M GOING ALONG WITH you / 


IT'S QUITE 
WE CAN'T BUDGE AN POSSIBLE 
INCH/ ANY SUGGESTIONS THE POWER 
MR, SPOCK? SOURCE OF 
ss f THIS FIELD IS 
ON THE PLANET 
ITSELF, CAPTAIN 
IF WE DESTROY IT-F 





id] 


MNUTES LATER, IN THE TELEPORTATION 
CHAMBER, BEAMS FROM ABOVE SUDDENLY 


ILLUMINATE THE EXPLORATION TEAM--AND THEN.,., 


Pe 


HEY! THIS AND THESE OTHER 
ONE DISPENSES TWO CONTAIN A 

FOOD! SUPPLY OF WATER-- 
AND CLOTHING/ 


ia 


Se ameneel 


LOOK AT THOSE STRANGE BEATS ME, 

MACHINES, CAPTAIN / WHAT FOSTER! 

ARE THEY? WHAT ARE LET'S HAVE 
THEY DOING HERE? 


OBVIOUSLY, WE ATTACK! ATTACK 
ARE NOT ALONE THE INTRUDERS / 


HERE, BOYS... 





TAKE COVER! SET PHASERS TO 


THEY SEEK TO DESTROY OUR 
STUN--— PERHAPS IL CAN 


SUPPLIES / DESTROY THEM / 
REASON WITH THEM / 


AS YOU COMMAND, 
TARGU f 


WAIT! WE COME AS FRIENDS--NOT —_ SPACESHIP! CEASE THE 
ENEMIES! OUR SPACESHIP ORBITS YOUR L ATTACK--WE WILL HEAR 
PLANET AT THIS VERY MOMENT / THE STRANGERS OUTS 


A YES, OUR FREIGHTER SPACESHIP CRASH- Pll 
LANDED HERE OVER A YEAR AGO! HAD Pf 
IT NOT BEEN FOR THE SUPPLIES ABOARD, fl 
YOU MUST FORGIVE OUR ) { MAROONED 
ASSAULT MY FRIENDS - - yOu SAY!’ Wa EBs Tee, sess | eesti 
BUT OUR NERVES HAVE 2 am 
BEEN ON EDGE SINCE WE : 
WERE. MAROONED HERE ! THEN, THAT EXPLAINS THE 
DISPENSERS WE SAW/ 
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WELL, TARGU-- YOU CAN ALL BE AT 
EASE / CONSIDER YOURSELVES RESCUED- 
IF OUR SPACESHIP CAN EVER BREAK 
OUT OF THE ELECTRONIC FIELD TRAPPING IT/ 


ELECTRONIC FIELD? WE KNOW .. 
NOTHING ABOUT IT / 


THAT MUST BE ONE OF THEIR 

SHIPS, CAPTAIN.’ LET'S SEE HOW 

MUCH DIFFERENT THEIRS ARE 
FROM OURS! 


IT'S A SIMPLE ENOUGH CRAFT, ISN'T IT, 
CAPTAIN 2 I MEAN, HOW DO THEY CON7ROL IT?! 


YES, VERY INTERESTING/ LET'S RADIO 
A FULL DESCRIPTION TO MR. SPOCK! 
MAYBE HE CAN MAKE SOMETHING 


6] 


THE SOURCE MAY BE ON THE PLANET! 

THE SOONER WE FIND IT THE QUICKER 

WE'LL ALL BE OUT OF HERE/Y SEE 
YOU SOON, TARGU / 


ALL RIGHT, KENT, BUT 
LET'S MAKE IT QuicK/ 
AFTER ALL, THAT'S 

NOT WHAT WE CAME FOR / 


THE COMPUTERS NOW! MEANWHILE 
WE'RE STILL WORKING ON BREAKING 
THE FORCE FIEL 





HERE'S THE REPORT, CAPTAIN / NO BUT WHY IS ]] RIGHT NOW THAT'S ONE 
MATTER HOW DIFFERENT THEIR TARGU LYING} | OF THE MYSTERIES OF THIS 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY MAY BE, TO US? PLANET! AND UNTIL WE FIND 
ONE THING 1S SURE/ THAT'S WO CARGO SHIP! OUT, TRUST WO ONE -- 

' . AND BEW/G/LAN74 


CAREFUL, MEN, BE WHO /S THAT 2 
READY FOR ANYTHING/ COME OW7 AND 
3 SHOW YOURSELF! 


I AM LARA! I'VE COME TO WARN you fa AND I SUPPOSE YOU WANT 
OF TARGU/ HE IS A BAD MAN AND HAS ss TO TELL US THE TRUTHS 


TOLD YOU A GREAT LIE/ 





EXACTLY, CAPTAIN, BUT FIRST YOU 
MUST PROMISE TO PROTECT ME, TO 
TAKE ME WITH YOU WHEN YOU LEAVE! 


I'LL PROMISE NOTHING, LARA, TILL 
L'VE HEARD YOUR STORY / 


ss = a 


CONDEMNED? YOU MEAN YOUIRE 
CONVICTS? THIS PLANET IS 
YOUR PRISON? : 


il 
TT Aaa 
fl 


EXACTLY! THE GOVERNMENT OF 
OUR HOME PLANET HAS DEVISED 
A OGN/QUE PUNISHMENT FOR 

CRIMINALS / 


“THEN, WE ARE 
LAUNCHED 
TO ONE OF 

THE GLOWING 
PLANETS 
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ALL RIGHT, IT MUST TRUST YOU/ 
I HAVE NO CHOICE / WE DID NOT 
CRASH-LAND HERE / WE WERE 
ROCKETED HERE IN ONE-WAY SPACE 
CRAFT/ YOU SEE, WE ARE... 7HE 
CONDEMNED! 


4NONCE EACH MONTH THEY HERD ALL 

THOSE CONVICTED OF CRIMES TO THE 

ROCKETPORT WHERE THEY ARE PLACED 
IN MISSILES... % 





“FOOD, WATER AND OTHER NECESSITIES 

ARE SUPPLLED TO US THROUGH AUTOMATIC 

MACHINES WHICH YOU HAVE ALREADY 

SEEN, SO WE SURVIVE UNTIL THE SENTENCE 
IS CARRIED OUT...” 


SOUNDS LIKE A PRETTY PROGRESSIVE 


PENAL SYSTEM.“ HOW LONG MUST YOU 
REMAIN HERE? 


Lr 
PROGRESSIVE2 IT'S SADISTIC! I 
TOLD YOU, CAPTAIN, WE ARE CON- 
DEMNED! WE ARE HERE AWAITING 
EXECUTION / 


a 


LOOK AT THAT WEASEL, I YEAH, BY 
LARA‘ TRYING TO SAVE RUINING 
HIS MISERABLE NECK, OUR 
I'LL BET! CHANCE 
TO ESCAPE / 


@ 


EXECUTED 2 BUT WHEN AND 
HOW !S THE DEATH PENALTY 
CARRIED OUT ?2- 


WHEN? THAT'S THE 
HORROR OF IT/ WE 


ROUND UP THE OTHERS /: BUT STAY 
UNDER COVER! DON'T ATTACK UNLESS 
I GIVE THE WORD! MAYBE I CAN 
STILL 74Z&° OUR WAY OUT OF THIS, 





WE DON'T KNOW IF WE 
HAVE A WEEK --ORA 
YEAR! THE METHOD IS 

SIMPLICITY ITSEL--- 


HE SOUNDED MIGHTY 

SANE TO ME/ BUT I'M 

WILLING TO HEAR YOUR 
SIDE OF IT, TARGU/ 


AND SO YOU 
SHALL, 
CAPTAIN / 
BUT IN MY 


bid 


SORRY TO STARTLE YOU! BUT LARA 
1S DANGEROUS! OUR LONG STAY HERE 
ON THIS BARREN PLANET HAS TWISTED 
HIS MIND AND MADE A MADMAN OF HIM! 


DON'T KILL 
THEM ! TAKE 
THEM ALIVE / 





I GET IT NOW, TARGU., YOU'RE THE 
BULLY OF THIS PLANETARY PRISON 
YOU AND YOUR BUNCH OF HENCHMEN/ 


Ne 


I THINK WE'VE GOT IT...A MEANS 

TO SHORT- CIRCUIT THE FORCE FIELD 

AND BREAK CLEAR’ KEEP YOUR 
FINGERS CROSSED, SCOTTY/ 


CAPTAIN / 
OUR PHASERS!- 


TOO LATE/ FORGET 
THEM / OUR ONLY CHANCE 
IS TO GET AWAY LONG 
ENOUGH FOR THE SHIP 
TO BEAM US ABOARD / 


iW AND AS SPOCK RELEASES A FLOOD OF 
) = ENERGY FROM THE ENTERPRISE ... 
cE LAF ZA —_ nA 


IMM FLOODING THE AREA WITH COUNTER g 
ENERGY! ADMINISTER FULL POWER TO 
THE ENGINES / iz 


A 


FOR A MOMENT, THE MIGHTY SPACE VESSEL SHUDDERS 


AS HER ROCKETS BLAST ON FULL... THEN... 


. 
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WE'VE DONE IT/ OUR COUNTER 

ENERGY |S CUTTING A HOLE 

THROUGH THE FORCE FIELD/ P 
WE'RE FREES 





SEE IF YOU CAN REACH THE CAPTAIN, LIEUTENANT/ f MR. SPOCK! COME 
THERE'S NO FURTHER NEED FOR HIM HERE QWICKLY./ 
TO STAY BELOW/ ; LOOK AT THIS/ 


AS SOON AS WE BLASTED HOLES IN THE Fr, KIRK TO ENTERPRISE “DO YOU 
FORCE FIELD, WE GOT A READING READ ME2 
ON THE INFRA-RED SEISMOGRAPH/ pier 

LOOK AT THAT NEEDLE JUMP! 


LOUD AND CLEAR, CAPTAIN’ WE'VE 
BROKEN THROUGH THE ELECTRONIC 
: TRAP! WE'RE THROUGH / 
fm FIND OUT WHAT'S CAUSING FF ae 
IT/ THATIS A 4 Ti 
CRITICAL READING,’ 


AND CAPTAIN, WE'RE GETTING STAND BY TO BEAM EXPLORATION 
A CRITICAL READING ON MIND PARTY ABOARD, ON MY 
THE SEISMOGRAPH/ DO YOU 2} THAT NOW! COMMAND! READY... 
FEEL TREMORS DOWN THERE2 BEAM US 
ABOARD-- 
IMMEO/- 
ATELY! 
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HURL! AND POUNCE ON THEM 
BEFORE THEY CAN GET FREE/ 


ON MY COMMAND, HURL THE -a 
TRAP NET! READY... fm 
$34 
Oey (ie 


READY TO TELEPORT =| CAPTAIN! WHY DID BECAUSE, SPOCK, 
PARTY ABOARD, MR, y YOU STOP US2 yOU WOULD 
SPOCK / ALSO HAVE 
sg ] TAKEN ABOARD 
SOME 


UNWELCOME 
VISITORS / 


ANR\ i 


=N 


ae 
7) 


CAPTAIN, YOU ARE OUR PRISONERS NOW/. 
SO IF YOU'RE GOING BACK ABOARD THE 
SHIP, YOU'LL HAVE TO TAKE US WITH YOU! 





YOU AND YOUR MURDEROUS HENCHMEN 

ABOARD THE ENTERPRISE, TARGU 2 

NEVER!’ WE/RE A FULLY EQUIPPED 

FIGHTING SPACESHIP’ YOU CAN'T 
HOLD US FOREVER! 


VAS 

es One 
Q 
L\2 Mi 


THE CAPTAIN IS THEIR INSURANCE / 
THEY DON'T DARE HARM-- 


MR.SPOCK/ I'VE FOUND THE 
CAUSE OF THE SEISMOGRAPH 
READING! 7774S... 1T'S... 


ya 


~~. AN INTERNAL VOLCANO THAT WILL BLOW 
THE PLANET INTO A SUPER NOVA 
WITHIN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS f 


= >= 
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WHAT ARE WE 
GOING TO DO, 
MR. SPOCK2 


ONE THING WE WOMT 
DO IS PANIC! A LITTLE 
LOGIC WILL SOLVE 
THIS PROBLEM / LET'S 
CONSIDER THE 
POSSIBILITIES / 


AND IT IS THEN THAT MR. SPOCK SENDS 
THROUGH A SHOCKING REPORT FROM 
THE ENTERPRISE. ., 


CAPTAIN KIRK / I-L'VE FOUND THE 
PROBLEM ON YOUR PRISON PLANET / 
ITS HEART 1S A MOLTEN BALL OF FIRE / 





RRR Tine Secret Off... 


or EXRCOMON ASTEROIE 


CAPTAIN'S LOG, STAR DATE 19:04, 5-- 

WE ARE IN A DESPERATE PLIGHT!’ MR. SPOCK 

HAS JUST INFORMED US THAT THE CRIMINAL 

ASTEROID WE ARE UPON IS DUE TO EXPLODE 

WITHIN 24 HOURS ... AND THERE !S NO 

CHANCE OF ESCAPE WITHOUT ENDANGERING 
THE ENTERPRISE AND HER MISSION... 


TH-THE ASTEROID POSITIVE, 
1S GOING TO b CAPTAIN 
EXPLODE! B KIRK! 
ARE YOU SW@RE, 
MR, SPOCK 2 


SO... THE 

SECRET OF 

ASTEROID X 
1S OUT, 
EH, KIRK / 


yOu SEE, IT HAS THE ADDED BEAUTY 


SO THAT’S HOW yOU EXACTLY! 

GALAXY KILLERS A MOST OF MENTAL TORTURE... FOR NONE 

ARE EXECUTED... BY UNIQUE , KNOW JUST WHEN THE SUPER NOVA 
; EFFECT WILL TAKE PLACE... 


EXPLODING ASTEROIDS2 MANNER OF 
CAPITAL 


PUNISHMENT, | 

1S IT NOT2 ONLY YOUR INGENIOUS 
; MR. SPOCK HAS 
LEARNED THATS 
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AS LARA, THE BETRAYER, INFORMED 
YOU -- WE CRIMINALS ARE LAUNCHED 
TO THE DEATH ASTEROIDS 

BY ROCKET... 


WHICH ASTEROID WHAT DIFFER- 
0O YOU THINK ENCE DOES IT 
WE'LL LAND MAKE? THEY'RE 
ON, TARGU 2 ALL ALIKE/ 


EXCEPT FOR OWE THING... 
THEY DON'T ALL BLOW UP 
AT THE SAME 7T/MES 


— 


“NOT EVERYBODY LOOKS AT HIS NEW 
LIFE THE SAME WAY. SOME ARE WEAK 
ANDO GIVE UP ALL HOPE, OTHERS ARE STRONG...” 
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“EACH MONTH THE CONDEMNED 
LEAVE THE HOME PLANET FOREVER 
IN ONE-WAY MISSILES...” 


HOW LONG DO WE 
HAVE, TARGU 2 A 
WEEK...A MONTH 2 


MAYBE WE 
HAVE MANY 
YEARS! AND I 
INTEND TO 
MAKE THE 
MOST OF 
EVERY 
MINUTE ../ 





MOVE THAT FOOD DISPENSER OVER 

HERE WHERE WE CAN PROTECT IT/ 
AND THEN GET THE DISPENSERS 
OUT OF THE OTHER SHIPS/ 








“IN TIME WE DISMANTLED THE 
ROCKETS THAT BROUGHT US HERE 
AND MADE HALFWAY DECENT 

LIVING QUARTERS... % 





YES, CAPTAIN, I MADE THE PEOPLE 
ON THIS PLANET-- ALL MURDERERS, 
THIEVES ANO TQUGHS--RESPECT ME, 
FEAR ME, OBEY ME/ TARGU ALWAYS 


MAKES OUT! TARGU ALWAYS SURVIVES! 







YOU'LL GET 
RATIONS WHEN 
TARGU SAYS 
so/ IF you 
WANT TO EA7, 
YOU'LL WORK 


I'M ENTITLED TO 
MY RATIONS THE 

SAME AS EVERY- 
BODY ELSE/ 


IF YOU WANT 
TO FIGHT IT 
OUT WITH 
THOSE 
KILLERS © 
OF HIS, 
GO AHEAD/ 
I'LL 0O AS 
HE SAYS AND 
TAKE WHAT 
HE GIVES ME/ 


i 


IT ISN'T RIGHT, 
TARGU'S NO BETTER 
THAN THE REST 





I'M GLAD TO KNOW THE 
KIND OF CREATURE I’M 
DEALING WITH / 














“WHEN THINGS GOT ROUGH 
LL KNEW WHAT TODO...” 





“WHEN THE ROCKETS 2/0 LAND, WE 
POUNCED ON THEM...” 
—— 




























THE DISPENSERS ARE CUT THE WELCOME TO 
RUNNING LOW ON FOOD! RATIONS! AND TARGUS 
LET'S HOPE ASTEROID / AND BRING THEM 
A COUPLE OF |] a TO OUR RREA/ 






ROCKETS 
LAND HERE 
THIS MONTH! 





all 


“I HAD MY OWN LITTLE EMPIRE AND I I WONDER WHAT FORGET IT/ 
COULD HAVE BEEN HAPPY LIVING OUT MY ASTEROID THAT AND JUST 
LIFE HERE, EXCEPT THAT EVERY SOOFTEN WAS! I WONDER THANK YOUR 


THERE WAS A GRIM REMINDER...” HOW MANY LUCK IT 
WERE ON IT/ WASN'T O@@ 
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WELL, L GUESS IT 7S OUR TURN 
NOW/ GIVE ME THAT BLASTED 
RADIO OF YOURS, KIRK ! 


YOUR CAPTAIN KIRK WILL BE JUST 
AS DEAD AS WE WILL IF YOU DON'T 
TELEPORT MY MEN TO YOUR SHIP 
WITH YOUR OWN/ 


HE WANTS TO TALK WITH you / 
I'LL GIVE YOU THIRTY SECONDS/ 
REMEMBER, YOUR LIFE DEPENDS ON IT/ 


MR. SPOCK, THIS 1S TARGU, THE 
BIG BOSS OF ASTEROID X/ HEED 
MY WORDS WELL, GENIUS MAN 
OF THE ENTERPRISE / 


NOT EVERYBODy, 
SPOCK, JUST ME 
AND MY LOYAL, 
TRUSTED MEN / 
ANSWER ME, 





af 


I TAKE MY 
ORDERS FROM 
MY CAPTAIN, 
NOT FROM YOU, 
TARGU! LET ME 
SPEAK WITH 


BRING ONLY A HANDFUL 
OF HIS MEN ABOARD, 

IN EXCHANGE FOR YOUR 
SAFETY! IT SEEMS LIKE 
AN ACCEPTABLE BARGAIN! 


YES, HE DOES, 
SPOCK-- OWE 
OTHER CHOICE/ 
YOU'RE TO TAKE 
COMMAND OF THE 
ENTERPRISE AND 
TAKE HER AWAY 
FROM THIS POW- 
DER KEG OF AN 
ASTEROID AS FAST 
AS YOU CAN! THAT'S 
AN ORDER, NR.SPOCK! 


a 


BUT HE LEAVES 

US NO OTHER 
CHOICE, 
CAPTAIN / 


ON THE OTHER HAND, YOU AZSO HEARD 

THE CAPTAIN GIVE ME COMMAND OF THE 
SHIP PRIOR TO THAT! SO TECHNICALLY, L 
AM NWO7 BOUND BY THAT ORDER/ 
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THIS CHARACTER IS DEADLY’ AND 
CLEVER!’ I'M AT HIS MERCY NOW/ 
AND HE ISN'T GOING TO TURN ME 
LOOSE ON BOARD THE ENTERPRISE! 
HE'LL HOLD A KNIFE AT MY 
THROAT EVERY SECOND / 


yOU WON'T DOO IT, 

SPOCK/ YOU CAN'T 

LEAVE THE CAPTAIN 
DOWN THERE -- 


SURELY, THERE 
MUST BE SOME 
WAY -- 


YOU HEARD 

THE CAPTAIN'S 
ORDER, 

GENTLEMEN / [J 


SPOCK, YOUR VULCAN LOGIC 


WINS AGAIN / 





HOWEVER, WE STILL HAVE TO RESCUE 

THE CAPTAIN WITHOUT BRINGING 
THOSE -ALIEN MURDERERS “ABOARD 
AND WE DON'T HAVE MUCH TIME! 


SHADES OF PLUTO! 
I THINK L HAVE 
THE ANSWER/ 


GET THOSE METAL SECTIONS DOWN! HAVE 

YOUR MEN READY FOR SOME SUPER-FAST 

CONSTRUCTION WORK! I'LL BE BACK 
IN A MINUTES 


WHAT A SORRY WAY 

TO GO-- TRAPPED 

WITH KILLERS ON 
A DOOMED 
ASTEROID / 


NOTHING, 
FOSTER, NOT 
EVEN OUR LIVES F 
MUST JEOPARD- 
IZE THE ENTER- 
PRISE AND HER 
MISSION... 
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QUICKLY, SCOTTY, INTO 
DAMAGE CONTROL! WE 
HAVE WORK TO DO! 


aM 


THAT I WILL, MR. 

SPOCK ... WHATEVER 
YOUR PLAN 
MIGHT BE/ 


THAT'S THE IMPORTANT THING--FOR 
OUR SHIP OF THE STAR FLEET TO 
CONTINUE SEARCHING THE UNKNOWN 
AND UNLOCK ITS MYSTERIES / 





CAPTAIN KIRK/ WH-WHAT (S IT, 
LOOK-- THERE FOSTER2 
IN THE SKY! 





THE GALAXY AUTHORITIES 
HAVE SENT MORE PRISONERS 


FOR EXECUTION!’ THE POOR 7 
FOOLS WILL HAVE LITTLE 
TIME TO LIVE / 
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ROCKET TRAIL / BUT WHO WOULD 


WE'RE HAVING WANT TO 
VISITORS / ROCKET DOWN 
ON A DOOMEO 





THEY MUST HAVE FOOD DISPENSERS 
ABOARD AT LEAST WE'LL HAVE 
ONE LAST FEAST/ 


LOOK AT THAT CHARACTER! 
A THIEF AND A THUG RIGHT 
TO THE END! 


THEN, AS THE BOSS CONVICT LOOK OuT/ THE GALAXY 
APPROACHES THE DESCENDING CRAFT... PRISONER ROCKET HAS GONE 
Me WILD! IT IS NOT LANDING IN 


THE REGULAR FASHION / 


PRISONER HUTS ARE SMASHED APART AS THE 
ROCKET CAREENS DOWN FOR A LANDING... 
Uf? ae 


ALL RIGHT, MEN LET'S GET THOSE 

DISPENSERS’ MAYBE WE CAN £A7 

OURSELVES TO DEATH BEFORE THIS 
ASTEROID BLOWS / 





_—___ es il A 
Bur AS THE ROCKET |e barcu.! TH-THEY ARE NOT SCOTTY! SPOCK'S 


PORT SWINGS OPEN... GALAXY PRISONERS / SENT A RAIDING PARTY F 
DOWN TO HELP US/ 


IT'S A TRICK / GET 
BACK TO OUR PRISONERS 


BEFORE 11'S TOO LATE! STAND FAST/ WAIT FOR 


SCOTTY TO REACH US/ 


ABRUPTLY, MR.SPOCK'S VOICE HURRY, SIR/ TELL SPOCK TO 
CRACKLES OVER CAPTAIN KIRK'S RADIO... BEAM US ABOARD/ THAT FIRE 
WALL WON'T LAST LONG/ 


: AFFIRMATIVE! 
CAPTAIN! IS MR, HE'S nae 


SCOTT'S RAIDING #, THE CONVICTS 
PARTY SUCCEEDING 2 WITH THOSE 


FIRE BOMBS ! 
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WE ARE CLEAR, MR. SPOCK / I AM THROWING 
BUT CONVICTS ARE APPROACHING TELEPORTATION 
THROUGH A BREAK IN THE FIRE WALL! SWITCH NOW 

CAPTAIN / 









INSTANTLY, THE FIGURES BEGIN TO 


WHEN YOU INSPECTED SPOCK! YOU |= 
THAT ROCKET YOU RISKED THIS 
FOUND, JIM, I NEVER SHIP AND o 


DREAMED HOW THE LIVES 
VALUAGLE THAT OF EVERY 
INFORMATION- - MAN ABOARD/ 


5 | 


ANO MOMENTS LATER THEIR BODIES 
TAKE FORM IN THE TELEPORTATION 
CHAMBER OF THE ENTERPRISE... 


ALL ROCKETS 
ON FULL 


AS A MAN, I COULD 
FORGET THAT! BUT 
AS AN OFFICER, L 

CAN'T FORGET YOU 
DISOBEYED_ A DIRECT 





OH, BUT 

LI DION'T, 

JIM, AS DR, 
McCOY 
AND MR, 

SCOTT WILL 
EXPLAIN £ 


FOR LONG SECONDS SHE STREAKS 


IN FACT, JIM, I ENJOY BEING CAPTAIN 
SO MUCH, I MAY NEVER TURN BACK INTO SPACE.’ AND FAR BELOW, THE 
COMMAND TO YOU! BUT IT'S ALL ; PRISONER PLANET SUDDENLY 

P BURSTS ASUNDER... 


ACADEMIC IF WE DON'T GET OUT 
OF RANGE FAST/ 


THE ASTEROID HAS BLOWN/ 
HOLD TIGHT, MEN/ WE'RE STILL 
WITHIN HER CONCUSSION RANGE / 


JHE VIOLENT FORCE OF THE EXPLODING 
PLANET ROCKS THE ENTERPRISE LIKE 
A SHIP IN A STORM-TOSSED SEA... 


OUR GOOD SHIP IS GETTING THE 
TEST OF HER LIFE, CAPTAIN’ LET 
US HOPE HER HULL HOLDS/ 


ee f/ , 
AND FINALLY... 4 THE DEVIL'S [SLE OF SPACE--NOTHING 
BUT A FLOATING CLOUD OF DUST NOW: 
\T SEEMS BRUTAL TO HAVE LEFT 


WE ARE CLEAR / (WHEW) GOOD 
OUTSIDE OF A FEW SHOW, MR, TGS PRONE THEE ie. 
THOUSAND ASTEROID SPOCK! THAT 
PIECES IN OUR. HULL 
CANNOT SEE ANY EXECUTION BY ASTEROID 
ae EXPLOSION IS THE WAY OF THEIR 
GE SOCIETY/ WE HAD NO OTHER CHOICE 
BUT TO LEAVE THEM, CAPTAINS 














This is the Enterprise 
a ship of the Star Fleet. 
Its five-year mission in space: 
to probe the far reaches of the 
galaxy, to search the unknown and 
unlock its‘mysteries, to boldly go 
where no man has ever gone before! 














Minutes to save 
a dying planet! 








Grp nl NES (6). Ko) ar] = 
CilY BUILDERS 


ON A MYSTERY PLANET AT THE 
EDGE OF A DISTANT GALAXY 
THE CREW OF THE EW7ERPRISE 
MUST MATCH WITS WITH 
AMMOTH MACHINES ...GIANTS Bi 
OF TECHNICAL WIZARDRY THAT or eee ae 
STRIDE ACROSS THE TERRAIN.. 
SLOWING, CHOKING IT TO DEATH FORCE FIELD HAS STOPPED 
WITH .SUPER CITIES! ALIEN ARM/ES ON OTHER 
PLANETS... UT THAT MONSTER 
C/TY BUILDER _|-\S BREAK- | 


ING THROUGH /7/ 


B ANO $7/LL BUILDING STRUC- 
TURES AS IT DOES SO, CAPTAIN 
REMEMBER, THEY ARE MADE 
OF A METAL UNKNOWN TO US/ [oe 





ij 


CAPTAIN'S LOG, STAR DATE 20:/4.6-- 
MISSION HAS BEEN DELAYED By DIRECT METEOR- 
ITE HIT ON ROCKET ENGINE #4--REPAIRS BEING 
MADE ~- EXPECT TO CONTINUE TOWARD 
“OBJECTIVE SHORTLY... 


FUEL LINE WELDED 

OKAY, CAPTAIN KIRK/ 
WE ARE RETURNING 
TO THE SHIP/ 


ROGER / GOOD SHOW 

--AND WATCH YOUR 

FOOTING ON THE 
WAY HOME / 


=] al o 


WE'RE ON COURSE AT FULL SPEED 
AGAIN, MR.SPOCK!/ NOW LET'S CON- 
TINUE WITH OUR RESEARCH ON . 
ALPHA Z-2I-PLANET QUESTIONMARK! 


= OS 











ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO A DEEP GALAXY 
| SHIP MANAGED TO SEND THESE RADIO FILMS 
BACK TO A MOTHER SHIP BEFORE APPARENTLY 
EXPLODINGS 


THEN, AS THE RADIO- PHOTO FILMS TAKEN A EVIDENTLY A BANK OF &LTRA- 
CENTURY BEFORE FLOOD A PICTURE ON THE SCREEN...1| tue space- MODERN MACHINES... 


SHIP WAS 
RECONNOITER- * 
ING THE PLAN- 
ET AT LOW 
ALTITUDE AND 
USED A TELE- 
SCOPIC CAMERA! 


es 


THEY APPEAR TO 
BE WORKING TOGETHER 
IN SOME SORT OFA 
MECHANICAL COMPLEX,! 
























THE CITIZENS! 
OBYIOUSLY THEY'RE 
OF A HIGH CIVILI- 


YES-S, MR. SPOCK! 
IT LOOKS AS IF 
THEY BELIEVE IN 













ZATION... BEING A LIFE OF 
WAITED ON BY COMFORT! 
MACHINES! a 









CAPTAIN TO CONTROL! 
WHAT 1S OUR ESTIMATED 
ARRIVAL TIME AT ALPHA 2-217 





THE PICTURE'S 
FADING, CAPTAIN! 2 
WE CAME INTO 
POSSESSION 
OF ONLY A 


FEW SECONDS TWO LUNAR 


HOURS ONE 
GALAKY 
MINUTE, SIRS 
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AND EXACTLY TWO LUNAR HOURS LATER, AS THE 
PAIR LOOKS THROUGH TELESCOPIC VIEW SCANNER... 


B OXYGEN READING 
HIGH, CAPTAIN! THE | 
ATMOSPHERE IS FULL f 
OF IT! THERE ARE 

INDICATIONS OF 


THERE SHE 1S--A MYS- 
TERY PLANET IN THE 
GALAXY FOR CENTURIES!] 


CEP aes 


LIKE A GLISTENING WHITE COMET, 

THE ENTERPRISE CUTS THROUGH 

THE ATMOSPHERE AND GLIDES 
ACROSS THE PLANET... 


WE'VE COME IN OVER SOME SORT 
OF SUPER-CITY’ CAN YOU MAKE 
OUT ANY LIFE, MR. SPOCK? 
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CUT SPEED 
AND BRING 
HER DOWN, 
CONTROL! 


... AND ALSO 
LARGE MASSES 
OF METALLIC 
MATTER OVER 
THE PLANET,/ 





FOR A HUNORED MILES, THE REMARKABLE 
EXPLORATION CRAFT SOARS OVER THE 

ALIEN TERRAIN AND... 
AS 





MILE AFTER MILE 
OF URBAN COMPLEX 
WITHOUT SIGN 

OF LIFE/ 







iW 





att 


$V AMM 


Ne 





UTTER BEWILDERMENT! 
THERE ARE NO SIGNS | 
OF A CATASTROPHE, THE 
STRUCTURES SHOW NO DE- 
L_} CAY/ MOST PERPLEXING/ 


BUILDING AFTER 
BUILDING, STREET AF- 
TER STREET... EMPTY, 
BARREN! WHAT DO 





FINALLy, AS THE ENTERPRISE ROCKETS 
AHEAD AT INCREASED SPEED... 


OPEN AREA AHEAD! THAT'S WHERE 

OUR TELEPORTATION TEAM CAN LAND! 

TAKE HER INTO ORBIT AND PREPARE 
TELEPORT CHAMBER/ 


ROGER, 


CAPTAIN / 


Sayinne 
am 


Sa 
nS = 
Ie 


(WHEW-W) WHY, THE 
SUPER-CITY ENDS A8- 
RUPTLY...AS IF IT HAD 
BEEN CUT OFF WITH A 
KNIFE BEFORE IT WAS 
COMPLETE / 


OUR FIRST OPER: 
ATION SHOULD BE 
TO SEARCH FOR 
SIGNS OF LIFE 
WITHIN THOSE Bi- 
ZARRE BUILDINGS! 





HER GARGANTUAN ROCKETS WHIP THE 
ENTERPRISE INTO ORBIT FAR ABOVE 
PLANET QUESTIONMARK... 


MR. SPOCK, YOU'D BETTER JOIN US ON 

THE EXPLORATION TEAM’ YOUR TECHNI- 

CAL SERVICES MAY BE NEEDED TO UN- 
RAVEL OUR MYSTERY/ 


SS Ue 


SJ MOMENTS LATER, BEAMS IN THE TELE- 
PORTATION CHAMBER ILLUMINATE THE 
EXPLORATION TEAM... 


Wi WS — 
BuT AS CAPTAIN KIRK GIVES INSTRUCTIONS 
TO HIS MEN, HE CAN NOT KNOW THAT THE 
LIFE HE SEEKS HAS ALREADY FOUND HIM... 
J 


ALIEN VISITORS! WHAT y ao 
SHALL WE DO NOW, OH, 
ipa A tach KRILL? 


FRIENDS OR ENEMIES, 
THEY MUST AWA/7 OUR 
ATTENTION! PLANS CAN 
NOT BE CHANGED WOW/ 
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MR. SPOCK! OVER 

THERE---\T LOOKS 
LIKE A PARADE OF 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT! } 












A FEW MINUTES LATER, THE MEN OF WHY, THEY/RE 
THE ENTERPRISE GAPE IN AWE AS...| | CREATING BUILD- 
INGS, ROADS - - 
EXTENDING 
THE CITY’ 


BUT THOSE MACHINES--THERE'S 
NWOBODY OPERATING THEM / 
IT'S POSITIVELY EERIE/ 
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NO/ IT IS SOME 
SORT OF SURFACE 


7-THE GROUND 
SHAKING! 
FARTHQOUAKE! 


yes! THAT'S 
WHAT {1S 
CREATING THE 
DISTURBANCE’ } 





FANTASTIC! 
AT THIS RATE, 
SPOCK, \T CAN 
CONSTRUCT A 
SKYSCRAPER 
IN FORTY- 
EIGHT HOURS! 


UP THERE ON THE 


BUILDING; CAPTAIN- 
THERE \S YOUR 
PLANETARY LIFE! 





ie malign —_—_—_ 


THE PEOPLE HAVE LEAPED ONTO THE BUILD- 
ING-MAKER! THEY SEEM TO BE TRYING TO 
STOP THE THING! LET'S GO! BRING THE 

\ LASER RIFLE! 


WERE THERE, 

SPOCK, AND IT 
KNEW WHAT TO 
DO ABOUT IT/ 





rts 


YOU HAVE! THE MACHINE HAS 
STOPPED BUILDING! IT'S W/TA- 


A BEAM OF SUPER- INTENSIFIED LIGHT 
STREAKS INTO THE MACHINE'S INNARDS AND... 













I THINK YOU 
HAVE SHORT- 
CIRCUITED 
IT, CAPTAIN! 





THEY'RE WE ARE FRIENDS! 
AFRAID WE ONLY COME 
70 Ald yous 


a = 
TENSELY, CAUTIOUSLY, THE ALIENS COME INTO THE OPEN... 
AND AS KIRK SPEAKS IN THE INTERPLANETARY LANGUAGE ESPERANTA... 





THANK YOU, VISITORS YOU OWE US 
FROM ANOTHER WORLD/ NOTHING, SIR -- 
WE OWE YOU A GREAT EXCEPT PERHAPS 
. AN EXPLANATION 
TO YOUR MONSTROUS 
PROBLEM HERE! 


YOU COULD NOT DESTROY THE 

MONSTER CITY MAKER-- BUT YOU 

HAVE FORCED IT TO GO BACK, 
: FOR REPAIRS / 


PLEASE... TELL US WHO YOU 
ARE... AND HOW THAT FANTAS- 
TIC MACHINE CAME TO BE/ 


I 











150 YEARS AGO WE WERE 
A PROUD AND PROSPEROUS 
RACE OF MANY MILLIONS / 
TODAY, A DOZEN OF THOSE 
MECHANICAL DEMONS RULE 
THE PLANET AND THREATEN 
MY VILLAGE IN THE MOUN- 
TAINS YONDER / -— 















IT 1S A LONG AND SHAMEFUL STORY / 
I AM KRILL~-- LEADER OF ALL WHO 
REMAIN OF THE CIVILIZATION ON THE 
PLANET ZARTA/ 





~~ TTT [Lhe 
“IT FIRST BEGAN WHEN | { £E7TER... \\ “Sess 
OUR SUPER-CIVILIZATION FOR... 
BEGAN EXPERIMENTING | | URGO 
WITH MACHINES TO TAKE FAMILY! 







OVER OUR EVERYDAY 
CHORES... ” 


AV eet S 





“4 
AS 


“BS THE YEARS PASSED, OUR BRILLI- 
ANT MEN OF SCIENCE CREATED MORE 
AND MORE INGENIOUS MACHINES... 

ELECTRONIC TEAMS HARVESTED OUR 


“SOON, OUR MASTER DEVICES 
SPREAD THROUGHOUT OUR 

ENTIRE CULTURE/ ‘OUR POLICE 
FORCES BECAME FULLY AUTOMATED 
THOUGH THERE WAS HARDLY ANY CRIME... 


-“ TYE WORLD OF BUSINESS WAS NEXT... 
COMPUTERS MADE OUR DECISIONS ON 
THE STOCK MARKET...” 
PLANNING MACHINE HAS CONCEIVED!’ A : 
SYSTEM OF CO-ORDINATED SELF-OPERAT- 
ING MACHINERY FOR BUILDING ENTIRE CITIES! 


LOOK AT THIS BLUEPRINT OUR MASTER, 





Re 


AH, YES...WE WERE LIVING IN UTOPIA’ OUR 
NECESSITIES WERE ALL PROVIDED FOR US/ 
BUSINESS AND COMMERCE WERE SYSTEMA- 
TIZED AND CARRIED OUT BY OUR KNOWLEDGE 
PROCESSING MACHINES, FAR MORE ASTUTE 

THAN HUMAN MINDS‘ 


“IN LESS THAN A MOON MONTH IT WAS 


FINISHED-- AND IT FULFILLED OUR HIGHEST 
EXPECTATIONS... ” 


BUT REMEMBER, 
IT TOOK MAN TO 
CREATE THE MA- 
CHINES WHICH CRE- 
ATED THE MACHINE 
WHICH BUILT THE 


NO HUMAN HAND COULD 
CONSTRUCT A CITY SO 
PERFECT...SOSYMMETRI- 
CAL IN EVERY DETAIL! 


oh a ,__ o-< 3 = a SY 
N 4QUR LEADERS SMUGLY WATCHED AS OUR 
AUTOMATED FACTORY CREATED THE MOST 
COMPLEX MACHINERY OF ALL--7HE CITY BUILDER!" 


‘i 
i A GREAT TRIUMPH! 
f° SM SOON ALL FORMS OF 


fy PME LABOR WILL BE ELIMINATED) 
ay. 


THERE'S NO 
END TO WHAT 
OUR MACHINES 
CAN ACHIEVE! 


“THEN IT BEGAN... THE FIRST NOTE IN WHAT 
WAS SOON TO BE A MELODY OF DOOM FOR 
THE PLANET ZARTA...” 


TH-THE CITY BUILDER! 
|-IT HAS GONE BERSERK... 

THE MACHINE 1S DIGGING 
INTO THE MOUNTAINSIDE! 


A WHOLE NEW 
CITY? WHY? |. 
THIS MACHINERY 
1S SUPPOSED To}, 
BUILD ONLY Ac- 
{ii CORDING TO NEEDY 


SEE THERE! T-THE SUPER 

REFRIGERATION UNIT WE BUILT 

INTO OUR CITY BUILDER !S 

COOLING THE MOLTEN GIRD- 
ERS I-IN SECONDS! 


IT WILL HAVE 
TO STOP WHEN 
IT RUNS OUT 
OF MATERIALS! 





Us| 


FANTASTIC / THE 
METAL MILL'S PRO- 
DUCTION HAS TRIPLED 
--FOR WO REASON 


IT WILL HAVE 
TO STOP WHEN 
IT RUNS OUT OF 


THAT'S WHAT FRIGHT- 
ENS ME! THE MILL 
HAS FOUND A WAY 
MAKE SYNTHETIC 
METAL/ IT MAY NEVER 


2 a 
AND AS FAST AS IT IS PRODUCED 


IT 1S BEING CONVEYED TO THE CITY: NY 
BUILDING COMPLEX / ‘ 





TWO MORE 
NEW CITIES! 
WE WON'T 
NEED THEM \ 
FOR A 
HUNDRED 
YEARS/ 


THERE ARE NOCOW- 

TROLS TO STOP IT/ 

THIS MACHINERY 
MUST BE 
DESTROYED! 


“BUT OUR AUTOMATED POLICE WERE 
POWERLESS! THEY HAD BEEN BUILT TO 


\\] DEAL wit 


H HUMAN CRIMINALS, 


HEAVY MACHINERY /” 


NOT WITH 


fh 


THE CiTY- BUILDERS 
WERE MADE. TO WITH- 
STAND ANY ABUSE! OUR 
OWN MACHINES HAVE 

DEFEATED US/ 


THAT ALL HAPPENED OVER A HUNDRED 
YEARS AGO/ IN A FEW YEARS OUR 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURING 
PLANT PRODUCED TWO MORE OF THE 
GREAT CITY-BUILDING TEAMS! 


AND SO THE PACE 
OF OUR CITY BUILDING 
ACCELERATED! WE HAD 
PLANTED THE IDEA OF 
EFFICIENCY INTO OUR 
ELECTRONIC BRAINS, BUT 
NO CONCERN FOR HUMAN 
NEEDS / 


Wa 


Ava) ae 
wy Ay 
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CAPTAIN KIRK, 
MACHINES HAD BEEN 
DESIGNING, PROGRAM- 
MING AND PRODUCING 
MACHINES FOR YEARS! 
\] MAN NO LONGER UNDER- 
STOOD THEM! 


BUT WITH YOUR 
FANTASTIC SCIENTIFIC 
ADVANCES SURELY 
YOU COULD DEVISE 
A MEANS TO STOP 
THIS MECHANICAL. 

ONSLAUGHT! 


THIS WAS OUR MASTER 
AGRICULTURAL UNIT! WITH- 
OUT IT, OUR FOOD COULD 
NOT BE HARVESTED, 
PROCESSED, PACKED, 

OR DISTRIBUTED/ 


AND IT COULD NOT 

BE REPLACED/.. FOR 

ITS SECRET HAD 
BEEN LOST/ 


WHY DIDN'T THE PEOPLE GO BACK TO 

THE FIELOS / THEY COULD FEED THEM- 

SELVES AS THEY DID BEFORE --!N THE 
OLD-FASHIONED MANNER / 


WE NOT ONLY DID NO 

PHYSICAL LABOR, WE 
COULD NO LONGER EVEN THINK, 
PLAN, LOOK AHEAD, MAKE DEC- 
ISIONS! MAN WAS OBSOLETE! | 


BUT ACTUALLY, IT 
WAS THIS 7/7V7Y 
LITTLE GEAR THAT 
REALLY SOUNDED 
THE DEATH KNELL 


YOU SEE, AFTER 
YEARS OF AUTOMATED 
PAMPERING OUR PEO- 
PLES WERE LIKE CHILD- 
REN BEING FED IN A 

CRIB / WHEN THIS ONE 


FOR ZARTA/ 


SMALL GEAR BROKE 


> DOWN WE BEGAN TO 


Cs ] 


OF COURSE-’ IT WOULD 
TAKE TIME... ANOTHER 
GENERATION, PERHAPS, 
TO RELEARN THINGS / 
KRILL... THE CREW OF 
THE ENTERPRISE WILL 
TRY TO HELP you/s 





STARVE... 


ant tr 
mi 


ITIS NO USE, 
CAPTAIN KIRK! 
SOON EVERY 
SQUARE (NCH OF 
ZARTA WILL BE 
COVERED WITH GLEAM- 
ING CITIES — AND 
THERE WON'T BEA 
SOUL LEFT - 


— 
NW ACONTINUEDIND 


- The BRIDGE TO 
START AT ASTROPHE 


THEY COME -- 
THREE OF THEM! 
THERE ARE ONLY TEN 





















ON ZARTA, THE MYSTERY WORLD 
REFERRED TO AS PLANET 
QUESTIONMARK, THE CREW 



















OF THE ENTERPRISE JOIN THOUSAND ACRES OF SIT TIGHT, 
FORCES WITH THE LAST OF OF OPEN LAND LEFT KRILL/ WE'LL 
AN_ALIEN CIVILIZATION TO .IF THEY BUILD ON WORK SOMETHING 


THAT, OUR PLANET ouT/ 


Is FINISHED 


-<s2== 


ot i: =i 


STOP THE TERRIBLE “PROGRESS” 
OF... THE C/TY BUILDERS / 








DO NOT FEAR, ZIKA--OUR ALIEN 
m| FRIENDS ARE HERE TO HELP US/OUR 
’ VISITORS COME FROM A GREAT SPACE- 
mere | HIP CALLED ENTERPRISE! THEY... UNDER- 
cad cone STAND OUR PROBLEM! 





THEIR VIBRATIONS iF WE MADE A TRENCH 
WITH OUR EARTH DIS- 


WE'LL HAVE A SOCIAL WHAT DO you 
LATER, GENTLEMEN’ THINK, MR. SPOCK 2 REGISTER THAT 
RIGHT NOW, THOSE CAN WE DO ANYTHING THEY WEIGH OVER INTEGRATORS IN THEIR 
MACHINES HAVE TO TO STOP THEM FROM A THOUSAND PATH WE MIGHT MOUSE- 
CONTINUING THE CITY TONS, CAPTAIN.. TRAP THEM! WITH SUCH 
WEIGHT 
THEY MAY 


BE DEALT WITH... 
COMPLEX ONWARD ? 


QUICKLY, THE “SOIL DESTROYERS “ 
ARE BROUGHT INTO PLAY... 


HURRY! THOSE GAR- 
GANTUAN GADGETS ARE 
HEADING FOR THE EDGE 
OF THE CITY COMPLEX LIKE 

a TO A CANDLE! ° 


WE'RE DOWN A 
HUNDRED FEET -- 
THAT SHOULD 
DO ITY 


my a le It 
ee IT HAS SUCCEEDED HOLD UP/ THE SHOW 
JUST AS THE CiTy- ISN'T OVER YET/ . 
BUILDERS BEGAN 6 ~ 
J TO BUILD THEY HAVE : aN we 
TUMBLED INTO THE tae 
ALIEN- MADE PIT/ 
YOUR FRIENDS Are Hf 
WISE, OH KRILL/ 


i} CLOSER...CLOSER THE 
IRON STRUCTURE- 
MAKING CREATURES 


COME,.. UNTIL... 





FOR A MOMENT 
ALL tS STILL... 
THEN THE 
MACHINES 
THUMP INTO 
ACTION ONCE 





MY PEOPLE- THEY ARE TURNING TO THE 
ALIENS FOR GUIDANCE NOW! THEY IGNORE ME! 
eS 
7 oe 


O Fr,» A FORCE FIELD, MR. 


SPOCK! IT MAY WORK! 





i 
TURES BENEATH YO 
THEM, RAISING 


OF YOUR PIT/ 
fm WH-WHAT 





ASERE S 5 ? Awe 2 
AND SHORTLY, AS THE MASTERS OF CEMENT AND STEEL CLIMB 
§ OUT OF THE TRENCH ATOP THEIR OWN CONSTRUCTION WORK... 


HERE THEY COME! THE POWER OF 
THAT FORCE FIELD HAS STOPPED ARMIES... 
IT SHOULD JOLT THOSE METAL MONSTERS SOME! 


PERHAPS! BUT 
THEY ARE OF A 
METAL UNKNOWN 
TO US, CAPTAIN / 


THEY'RE BUT LOOK--THEY'RE 
CAUGAT S7/LL BUILDING 
GOOD AND STRUCTURES / 


t 
[a ome / 
SSS eee Rar>% 
\) ss Ira IT'S GOT TO HOLD 
J, ig ws IT MUSTS 


: 2 oS ae 
Pulte : 
7 wHoo00s oe 


wn ain, (ea stereo 
1 aries z Geepte meee 





FANTASTIC / THE FORCE FIELD 
ISN'T POWERFUL ENOUGH! THEY'Li 
BE COMING TO A BIG RIVER SOON/ 

SURELY THAT WILL STOP THEM/ 








~ WY b 


YOU MEAN THOSE HEAVY MACHINES CAN 
CROSS RIVERS THIS SIZE? BUT HOW? 








EVERY OBSTACLE THEY FACE BECOMES 

A SIMPLE EXERCISE IN PROBLEM SOLVING! 
YOU SAW HOW THEY OVERCAME YOUR 
DITCH! WATCH WHEN THEY REACH THE 


THEY HAVE THE WATER'S EDGES 


CONCENTRATED 
INTELLIGENCE OF 

A THOUSAND ENGINEERS 
WITHIN THEM/ 







SWIFTLY, THE MACHINES SWING INTO ACTION. 
WITHIN HALF AN HOUR THEIR SOLUTION 
BECOMES OBVIOUS... 


THEY HAVE IDENTIFIED 
THE PROBLEM! NOW 
THEY ARE ANALYZING 
IT AND DECIDING WHAT 
ACTION TO TAKES 


SO LOGICAL, SO 

SIMPLE! BUT 

STILL, CAPTAIN, 
iea| MOST REMARKABLE! 


° og 





a 


INCREDIBLE./ NOW THE 
MACHINE WILL SINK ANOTHER 
TOWER IN MID-RIVER, AND THEN-- 


WE MUST ATTACK 
IT AGAIN, BEFORE 
IT GETS ACROSS! 


















WE HAVE ATTACKED, MEANING THERE IS OWE SPOCK TO ENTER- 
KRILL, AND FA/LEDS YOU _ INTEND POSSIBILITY, CAPTAIN PRISE: TELEPORT 
WE MUST BE AS OD --WE MUST FINDA AT ONCE METALLIC 






TO DO 
LOGICAL, AS ANALYTICAL NOTHING / 


AS THEY ARE/ 





WEAKNESS IN THEIR TEST KIT! OUR CO- 
MIRACLE METAL! ORDINATES ARE... 























WITHIN MINUTES, THE 
REQUESTED EQUIPMENT 
MATERIALIZES... 


CAN_YOU REALLY 
FIND A FLAW IN 
THE METAL, 
MR. SPOCK? 


THOUGH I'M NOT. 
FAMILIAR WITH ALL 
SUBSTANCES IN THE 
UNIVERSE, LOGIC TELLS 
ME EVERY SUBSTANCE 
CAN BEEN BROKEN 
DOWN BY SOME 
PROCESS / 












WHICH MAY TAKE 
YEARS TO 
DISCOVER / 












2 Sm = 
tn a 








_ 











THE FIRST THING WE 
MUST DO, CAPTAIN, 
IS OBTAIN A SAMPLE 
OF THE METAL / 






GOING TO 
BE EASY’ 








IF THE: BOAT 
JUST HOLDS 
STEADY NOW... 


ZARTA IS My 
PLANET/ THESE 
ARE MY 
PEOPLE / 


KRILL/ YOU FOOL/ 
WHAT ARE YOU 
TRYING TO DO? 





THAT ISN'T 














THE LASER GUN CAN'T 
CUT THROUGH THE 
METAL, SPOCK, BUT -ITS A 
\F WE CAN BURN DELICATE 
THROUGH A HOISTING SHOT, 
CABLE, THE GIRDER CAPTAIN / 
MIGHT FALL OUTSIDE 

THE BRIDGE / 











YOU THINK 
YOU CAN TAKE. 
OVER, CON'T 
YOU ?-- WIN THEIR 
RESPECT WITH 
YOUR FALSE 
PROMISES/ AL- 
READY THEY FOR- 
GET ME! 











SEE IF yOu 
CAN BRING 

DOWN A BEAM, 
CAPTAIN / 


A MOST ILLOGICAL 
REACTION, KRILL/ YOU 
NEED OUR HELP WHETHER 
YOU WANT IT OR NOT/ 


SHORTLY, MR.SPOCK 
WORKS DESPERATELY WITH 
HIS CHEMICAL KIT... 


NOTHING 


TEST Z-12 SHOWS 
NO REACTION / 










FANTASTIC! 
A_METAL 
THAT COULD 
PROBABLY 
WITHSTAND 
AN ATOMIC 
BLAST... YET 
A MILD 
AMINO ACID 
DISINTEGRATES 
IT: 


ata 


¢ 
a 


IT BREAKS 
DOWN ALMOST 
INSTANTLY TO 
A SIMPLE SOLU- 
TION OF NH2/ 




















GOOD SHOOTING, 
CAPTAIN’ THE 
BEAM WILL FALL 
IN THE WATER! 
I'LL FISH IT 
OUT WiTH JHE 
MAGNO-HOOK / 


HOLD iT/ 

THE METAL 
HAS A 

—}} MOLECULAR 
LAW, 


I 7oLbd you! 
YOU'RE 
WASTING 


OUR . 
PRECIOUS 





WE HAVE ENOUGH NOW TO 
TAKE CARE OF THAT BRIDGE. 
AND THOSE INFERNAL MACHINES, 
SPOCK! LET'S GET STARTED/ 









WE HAVE A WEAPON NOW KRILL/ BUT 

WE NEED YOU TO OPERATE IT/ YOU KNOW 

THESE CUNNING MACHINES BETTER THAN 
WE DO/ WILL YOU COME WITH US? 







KRILL {S RIGHT! 
THESE ARE A/S 

PEOPLE/ THIS IS 
HIS JOB! 





NO? YOU MEAN I MEAN L'LL DO ALONE IL HELD 
YOU'LL STAND BY AND \T-- ALONE! ‘ THESE PEOPLE TO- 
LET YOUR PEOPLE = > ; AETHER aes 

? 
a = Be) PERISHED YEARS AGO! tip 


2 s ~2 
Aare a I ALONE CAN SAVE 
SUICIDE ? a ae THEM NOW! 


Pass 


WHY THAT EGOMANIAC/ ! 
Pie Sooner mmm (ESE APR Aa gh 
ING , 7 
SAVING HIS PEOPLE/ 3 RESPECT, CAPTAIN / 





HY 


As KRILL MOVES IN OUR ACID SOLUTION WORKED 
ON THE BRIDGE... Cae IN Mr TEST/ NOW WE'LL SEE 
) 


HOW IT WORKS IN ACT/ONW! 


BUT ABOVE, THE 
GIANT MACHINE 


THE BRIDGE 
ITSELF WILL 


THAT Q/D 
IT/ IT'S 
COMING 
OOWN/ 
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THE WHOLE BRIDGE AND ALL 
THE MACHINES ON IT-- THEY'RE BUT KRILL! 
GOING DOWN TO THE BOTTOM T 

OF THE RIVER! HAPPENED 


TO HIM? 


|! 
ea) 
wo <= 











LOOK! THERE HE I1S/ 
3 OUR LEADER IS STILL | @& 
ALIVE! 
1) se BS ? 
(All EB PZ YOU HAVE SAVED 
: fl f US, KRILL! WE ALL 


OWE YOU OUR LIVES! 





TERPRISE, THEIR LOCATIONS 
HATE TO SPOIL THE THE ENTERPRISE AGOARD THE EN , 

CELEBRATION, BUT THERE'S CAN_ LOCATE ARE QUICKLY ESTABLISHED. 

STILL A LOT TO DO/ THE OTHER 


T RS 
ioe ver” WE HAVE A FIX ON GOOD! GIVE ME 
: ALL MACHINES, CAPTAIN! #& THEIR CO-ORDINATES / 


WE'D LIKE TO GO WITH you CAPTAIN KIRK, 
AND SEE THIS JOB THROUGH, I'D BE PROUD phe oe ae 
KRILL, IF IT'S ALL RIGHT TO_HAVE YOU COUNTERATTACK! WE 
ee “acs MUST WEAKEN ITS UNDER- 
: PINNING WITH OUR FIRST 


THE METAL IS BUCKLING! 4 GY - RUN! I'LL BE RIGHT 


LET'S GET Ow7 OF HERE! Z BEHIND YOU/ I HAVE TO 


MAKE SURE THE DAMAGE 
CANNOT BE REPAIRED/ ff 
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Base 
aR 
2a a at 
ra rN : 





ao 21. om = 2 nif es 
SS Sey Nor 
1 a Nee Se 


WELL, I GUESS 
THE HARDEST PART 

IS OVER! NOW _WE CAN DESTROY 

THE FACTORIES WHICH 
S\ PROOUCE THE MACHINES! 











a. Wie E th iz) VA 
Eee 
AWS O 


1} 


i 


Zz 


Ss: SS at 
[s Zl = i , 
iL + 
AND WE STILL HAVE T ; 
““ SS] DEMOLISH SO MUCH OF 4! fl 
~y OUR USELESS CITIES AND Jy 
(fe RECLAIM THE LAND/ YY 
& i SS SS SS XX 


SNA SSVy SS 


f 





AND AS THE MEN ARE BEAMED BACK TO STAR FLEET NATURALLY, CAPTAIN! WE 
THE ENTERPRISE... COMMAND IS PRESERVED A CIVILIZATION 
PLEASED WHICH WOULD OTHERWISE 
WITH OUR HAVE PERISHED! IT IS THE 


IT WILL TAKE US OMY LOGICAL REACTION! 


GENERATIONS! BUT 

WE CAW AND WiLL 

DO IT! GOOD-BYE, 
CAPTAIN / 


REPORT, 
MR. SPOCK! 
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The Enterprise and her 
thousands of crewmen are un- 
der the command of Captain 
James Kirk. A man of excep- 
tional character and ability, 
he holds the loyalty and con- 
fidence of the entire crew. 
They would willingly follow 
him to the ends of the uni- 
verse. Before their mission is 
completed, they may have to. 





WAN STAR TREK 


10210-906 


1968" PARAMOUNT RICTURES CORPORATION 





smn TE PERIL OF 
PIANET QUICK CHANGE v 


PART I — THE CREATURES OF LIGHT aN. 


pY 

















{T WAS A WORLD IN DEEP SPACE 
THAT EVEN THE GALAXY-WISE 
CREW OF THE ENTERPRISE HAD 
NEVER DREAMED OF --A PLANET 

THAT CONVULSED, SPROUTED \ 
FOLIAGE, MOUNTAINS AND WATER [\ 
LIKE A LIVING THING! AND ONLY [.) 
MR. SPOCK COULD HOPE TO SAVE 

THIS ALIEN GLOBE THAT HAD | ) 
THE SPACE PIONEERS TRAPPED |v 

UPON IT/ 


SPOCK! I'VE HAD ENOUGH OF YOUR MUMBO AAQ48 
JUMBO THEORIES / LOOK AT THAT— TREES "eee UI 
SPROUTING FROM SAND... MOUNTAINS RISING ! 5 
NOBODY OR ANYTHING CAN CALM THIS PLANET 1% 
DOWN! I'M ORDERING AN IMMEDIATE TELE- 
PORTATION BACK TO THE ENTERPRISE! 





























ate. 
leer. 


>= 


- s 

REMAIN CALM, CAPTAIN KIRK/ I HAVE My PLAN |g 

ma NEARLY COMPLETED ! WE SHALL CONQUER THIS 
PLANET'S PROBLEMS/ 





CAPTAIN'S LOG, STAR DATE, 21:06.7-- THE WHAT'S UP, SPOCK? KEEP YOUR EYES ON 
ENTERPRISE WAS CRUISING THROUGH GALAXY THAT LITTLE PLANET THOSE NEEDLES! THAT 
TELPHA Z...EXPEDITION OPERATIONS WERE PLANET |S CHANGING 
NORMAL... UNTIL MR. SPOCK'S RED ALERT /TS CHEMISTRY EVERY 
BUTTON FLASHED IN MAIN CONTROL... dm FIVE OR TEN MINUTES! 


Nt 


MR, SPOCK MUST HAYE FOUND 

SOME ACTION ON HIS PLANET 

SURVEILLANCE PANEL/ LETS 
TAKE A LOOK-SEE/ 


300,000 MILES S e¥\'| OH, COME NOW, SPOCK! THEY ARE 
AWAY, THE PLANET y fp = se CHECK OUT YOUR INSTRUMENTS! HAPPENING WOW, 
METAMORPHA pe 1 THERE HAS TO BE A MAL- CAPTAIN KIRK! 

‘J FUNCTION IN THE CONNECTIONS... I'VE DOUBLE 


ae eae ' Steg SUCH THINGS JUST DON'T HAPPEN! MM CHECKED EVERY 
PACE AS CAPTAIN ; me nfm PLANETARY 
A fae SENSORY PICK- 


THE ENTERPRISE ) Ne F p 
SPACE PIONEERS, \ \ 5 i 9 UP UNIT! WE'RE 
MR, SPOCK'S . IN WORKING | 
; K 7 = 
STATEMENT... CONDITION! 
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A SCANT SECOND LATER... 


Ii OBSERVE! SECTIONS OF 
hal THE PLANET HAVE JUST 
WY CHANGED FROM ORGANIC 

(QJ To WORGANIC REACTIONS 

ON THE PLANETARY 
CHEMISTRY CHART! 


METALLIC MATTER 

CHANGING TO 

FOLIAGE WITHIN 
AN INSTANTS 
FANTASTIC! 
APOLOGIES, 
MR. SPOCK / 


cS 


TIANTIANIUM ... AN 


OUNCE OF WHICH CAN FULL/ LETIS SAIL_IN 


CLOSE AND GIVE THAT 
PALPITATING PLANET 


A TELESCOPIC ONCE-OVER! i 


g 


.-» L GUESS SUCH 
THINGS DO 
HAPPEN / 


UP IN THE NORTH 
QUADRANT / 


THERE 1S ANOTHER 
VITAL_FACTOR INVOLVED 
IN THE PHENOMENON, 
CAPTAIN! I HAVE 
DISCOVERED TRACES 
OF TIANTIAN/UM 
AMID THE METALLIC 
RECORDINGS! 


SHORTLY, THE SIGHT SEEN THROUGH THE POWERFUL 
ENTERPRISE SCOPES 1S AWESOME... 


CASCADES OF WATER 
SUDDENLY BURSTING 


AND IN THE : 

SOUTH...A 

FOREST SPROUTING Be 

UP FROM DESERT 
SAND! 





DANGEROUS AS IT 1S, 
THE PRESENCE OF THAT 
7/, METAL MAKES THE 
RISK WORTH TAKING/ 


m LET'S MOVE! WE'LL 
TELEPORT DOWN 
THERE WITH TWO 
CREW MEMBERS AND 
LET SCOTTY HANOLE 
THE SHIP_UPSTAIRS 

HERE / 


THE RAYS OF LIGHT GROW STRONGER 

... GRADUALLY, THE BODIES BEGIN TO || 

DISSOLVE...BLEND INTO THE ETHER =| 
OF TIME... . 





OUR 
CALCULATIONS 

WERE 
APPARENTLY 
CORRECT’ 
WE ARE IN 

ACALM 
AREAS 









=e 





SHORTLY, AS BEAMS ILLUMINATE THE [79 
TELEPORTATION CHAMBER... Sy 
m5 


THE UPHEAVALS ARE 
Sey EXACTLY MY 


EXTENSIVE OVER THE FE 
ENTIRE PLANET, CAPTAIN REASONING ES 


Nw —GUT THERE ARE PLENTY 
HOF EMPTY AREAS WE 
MIGHT BE SAFE IN/ 


& 


FOR THE 
_——— MISSION, 
MR. SPOCK! 





SPECULATION ON TOUCHDOWN 
POINT (WCORRECT-- WE HAVE 
BECOME A CRITICAL AREAS 


GR-GREAT 
GALLOPING 
GALAXIES-- 


THE SNUB OF A ROCK MASS THRUSTS UPWARD 
FROM THE EARTH'S CRUST... 

L BELIEVE IT IS A PEAK, 

DR. MCCOY... THE TOP 
















WH- WHAT IN 
BLAZING BLUE 
COMETS !S THAT? 





YES, CAPTAIN... APPARENTLY RUINS FROM 
A LONG-DEAD ALIEN CIVILIZATION! 


LOOK THERE... THE 
MOUNTAIN'S UPHEAVAL 
DISLODGED WHAT APPEARS 
TO BE MAN-MADE OBJECTS! 


AsBrupTLy, A 
STRANGE SOUND 
FILLS THE AIR... 


BLOBS OF LIGHT 
EMERGING FROM 
THE RUINS / 
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Bur THE BIZARRE ILLUMINATED FORMS, IMMUNE 
THE PHASER RAY, BOUNCE OFF OF THE PAIR... |} 


TO 
TAR a a Ly 
ZY 4 
Mg 2 


THE LIGHT FORMS SWIRL TOWARD THE 

GROUP... LIKE INTELLIGENCE -DIRECTED 

T Y HOME IN ON KIRK AND ONE 
OF THE CREW... E 


TH-THEY'RE 
ATTACKING! 


Yl) 





aw a 


I'LL BLAST 
THEM WITH 
MY PHASER/ 


The ALIEN BLOBS 

OF LIGHT REGROUP 

<.. AND AGAIN 
ATTACK... 









Ex} = 
BuT ONCE AGAIN, THE SIX GLOWING FORMS SHY AWAY... 
ty F 


THEY'RE LEAVING McCOY...NOW THEY'RE 
HEADING FOR SPOCK! WHAT ARE THEY AFTE 





LikE A CLUSTER 
OF GLOWING, 
BODYLESS INSECTS, 





TH-THERE 1S 
NO BODY 
TO THEM... 






(WHEW.) WELL, THAT'S THAT/ NOW LET'S 
GET ON WITH LOCATING THAT 77 ORE 

AND SHOVE OFF BEFORE THIS PLANET 
DOES ANOTHER FLIP-FLOP/ 












THEN ... VANISHED! 
APPARENTLY 
DISSIPATED INTO 
THE ALIEN 


ATMOSPHERE! 





FOR AN H COME ON, MR. SPOCK-- GIVE US A 
Pres eee HAND! WE WANT TO GET THIS JOB 
COVERS THE Cee PASTE 
TERRAIN WITH 
DELICATE 
SPACE-ORE 
COUNTERS, .. 


I AM MAKING 
AN ANALYSIS OF THE 


EARTH CHEMISTRY, 
CAPTAIN KIRK! 
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SUDDENLY, AS THE DESPERATE geARCH 
FOR THE RARE ORE CONTINUES. 


= WI 


aie = GEYSER OF WATER | 
SPEWS +4 THE AIR.. 


WATERS THE ARID 
AREA 'S TURNING 
(NTO WATER! 


S-SWIM £, FIGHT THE 
CURRENT... WE'VE GOT [ee 
Ps TO REACH THE LEDGES 


REMAIN CALM, MY 
MAKE FOR THE 
CLIFF SIDE WITH FRIENDS / YOU W/LL 


\ ert X : 
i SPOCK! MOVE [Tf a BE SAVED/ 
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CAPTAIN KIRK --- 
CLUTCH THE ROPE! 
INSTRUCT THE OTHERS 
TO MAKE A LIFE -CHAIN 
OF THEIR BODIES By 
CLUTCHING YOURS! 


THINKING / 
YOU HEARD 
HIM, MEN / 
GRAB HOLD 
OF ME/ 












EMERGENCY 
MEASURES 
OF TEN GIVE 
ONE EXTRA 
STRENGTH, 
CAPTAIN KIRK-- 
THE ADRENALIN 
WAS POURING 
THROUGH MY 










HOW IN THUNDER DID 
YOU MANAGE IT, MR. 
SPOCK 2 -- TOGETHER 
WE WEIGHED NEARLY 
EIGHT HUNDRED POUNDS / 
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> 


HOLD ON TIGHT! 

I WILL PULL 

YOU FROM THE 
WATERS! 


GREAT 
COMETS! 
WH-WHERE 

1S SPOCK 
GETTING THE 
STRENGTH? 
H-HE'S PULLING 
US AZZ UP! 















BUT THERE 1S NO TIME FOR 
IDLE TALK/ I HAVE CALCULATED 
A MEANS TO EXTRACT THE 77 
ORE...8UT FIRST WE MUST 

REGULATE THE PLANET -- BRING 
IT BACK TO NORMAL! 





PRECISELY! I HAVE WHAT'S WRONG BUT PERHAPS IT'S JUST ONE 
WORKED OUT A THEORY WITH SPOCK... BECAUSE HE'S CONCENTRATING ATOMIC 
SO INTENSELY ON OUR PROBLEM! ROCKET... 


THAT WILL SUCCEED! HE ACTED DAZED 
FOUR 


THESE ARE THE MATERIALS »,-ALMOST AS IF 
I WILL NEED TELEPORTED HE WERE MOVING STEEL 
DOWN FROM THE ENTERPRISE! } | MECHANICALLY! GIRDERS... 


DR. McCOY!/ DO HE ALWAYS HAS BEFORE, 

YOU UNDERSTAND JOHNSON / BUT... £ ADMIT 

ALL THIS ? DOES HE'S GOT ME A BIT PUZZLED 
SPOCK : ; THIS TIME! 


MR. 
REALLY KNOW 
WHAT HE'S 

DOING? 








HAVE THE MEN TRANSPORT HOLD 
THE ROCKET, LUMBER AND UP, 
PIPING TO THE VOLCANO sPock! 
CRATER TWO MILES SOUTH! 







MR, SPOCK! JUST WHAT /S 
THIS BLUEPRINT YOU ARE 
DRAFTING? 





0 


JUST HOW L KNOW IT 1S THERE! DO 
NOT ASK ME ANY FURTHER PERPLEXED, CAPTAIN, KIRK FOLLOWS 


DO YOU 

20" 5 I See Ve ones. ano” 
THERE ISA 1 wa 

TRANSPORT THE EQUIPMENT 

VOLCANIC aga’ og JOIN DUE SOUTH, MEN/ 


AS HIS SUPERIOR, I COULD 
STEP ON SPOCK...BUT PERHAPS 
HIS VULCAN BACKGROUND HAS 






PERHAPS THIS MAD LITTLE PLANET 
1S SOMEHOW SIMILAR TO HIS HOME 
PLANET...IT MAY HAVE SECRETS HE 
KNOWS ABOUT! I'LL GO ALONG WITH 
HIM FOR A WHILE.’ 












CAPTAIN CAN NOT KNOW 

ib OR IT IS THE 
ALIEN LIGHT FORMS 
THE 


SAM, COM IND: 








Har IS 
ORRECT, 
MR. SPOCK / NNMMY . 
... UNLESS YOUR ATOMIC 
ROCKET PENETRATES THE 







THE SLING 
T 
PLANET PERFECTLY, 
THE RESULTS WILL BE 






THE VOLCANO 
CRATER... 





HOW ? WHEN 
DID THIS ALL 
HAPPEN TO 
YOUR PLANET? 





THE THOUGHT WAVES OF THE SIX LIGHT THE MOLECULES 
FORMS FILL SPOCK'S BRAIN...REVEALING OF THE CORE'S MASS 
THEIR SECRETS TO HIM... , WERE CHANGED BY 
— THE CHEMICALS OF 
THE METEORITE! 


IT OCCURRED MANY SUN 
CENTURIES AGO/ A GIANT 
METEORITE PIERCED OUR 
PLANET IN ITS ONE WEAK 

AREA...WHERE THE 

STRUCTURE WAS THIN... 


IT WENT THROUGH 
OUR CRUST, MANTLE, 
OUTER CORE AND 
INTO THE MOLTEN 
MASS OF OUR 
INNER CORE! 


_ 


4“ AS THE CHEMICAL REACTION REACHED THE WE NEEDED PHYSICAL FORM TO UNDO THE 

SURFACE THESE TERRIBLE CHANGES BEGAN TO DAMAGE DONE... AND YOUR VULCAN BODY 

OCCUR... AND OUR BODIES BEGAN TO VAPORIZE...” WAS THE ONLY ONE WE COULD ENTER DUE 
TO ITS CHEMICAL MAKE-UP.’ 


OUR PLANET IS DOOMED 
«.. TREES SPROUTING UP 
AMID OUR WATERS WITHIN 
MINUTES ... MOUNTAINS 

RISING AND FALLING! 


AND NOW WE OURSELVES | ! 
ARE VAPORIZING FROM tl sdectanboaints 
THE POWER OF THAT 

ACCURSED METEORITE! 





Me 


THE EVOLUTIONARY PROCESSES 

OF YOUR PLANET WERE SPEEDED 

UP TRILLIONS OF TIMES OVER/ 

BUT, SHOULD WE CORRECT 

THE PROBLEM, WILL YOU 

REVERT TO YOUR NORMAL 
SELVES? 


SPOCK--TALKING TO HIMSELF/ 
WHAT IN THUNDER! WONDER 
|F HE'S GOT SPACE FATIGUES 





